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	Project ID
	1842

	Project Name
	100 MW Solar Project in Bhadla in Rajasthan

	Program(s)
	VCS

	Verification Period
	01October 2022 – 31August 2022

	Project Proponent
	Clean Sustainable Energy Pvt. Ltd

	Methodology 
	ACM0002, Grid-connected electricity generation fromrenewable sources, v19

	Sectoral Scope(s)
	Energy Industries (renewable/non-renewable source)

	Validation/Verification Body (VVB)
	LGAI Technological Center, S.A. (Applus+ Certification)



	Assessment Criteria
	VCS Standard, v4.2

	Date of First Issue
	20April 2022

	Date of Final Issue
	6 July 2022



	Summary:

	An accuracy review of the100 MW Solar Project in Bhadla in Rajasthanverification approvalrequest has been conducted by Verra in accordance with Section 4.3 of the Registration and Issuance Process.
The accuracy review has raised 2 assessment findings, detailed below. The VVB, in coordination with the project proponent, is hereby required to provide a response to the assessment findings presented in Section 1. The 2 assessment findings must be addressed to the satisfaction of Verra. The VVB need not address the minor findings during this review. Please note, however, that where Verra finds consistent minor findings by the VVB in future reviews, minor findings shall be escalated to assessment findings.
This project review report will be made publicly available. Confidential information may be provided as separate attachments.




1. Assessment Findings
	Finding 1

	Section 3.21.5 of the VCS Standard v4.2 states that “Where projects have sought or received another form of GHG-related environmental credit, the following information shall be provided to the validation/verification body: 
1) Name and contact information of the relevant environmental credit program. 
2) Details of the project as registered under the environmental credit program (e.g., project title and identification number as listed under the program). 
3) Monitoring periods for which GHG-related environmental credits were sought or received under the environmental credit program. 
4) Details of all GHG-related environmental credits sought or received under the environmental credit program (e.g., volumes and serial numbers).”
According to the Gold Standard Impact Registry, this project is listed under GS ID 11215. Sections 1.9 and 1.10 of the monitoring report do not mention that the project has been listed on another GHG program. 
The VVB must request the project proponent update Section 1.9 and 1.10 of the monitoring report to include the information required by Section 3.21.5 of the VCS Standard v4.2. The VVB is requested to update Section 3.1 of the verification report with an assessment of the project’s status to ensure there is no double counting.

	PP Response (25/04/2022):
PP would like to re-confirm that the project is not being pursued under Gold Standard and/or any other mechanism, hence current validity of the project is only under VCS of VERRA. However, PP would like to inform that in the previous year PP had evaluated the possibility of the project under Gold Standard Mechanism due to its high sustainable contributions associated with the project, in this regard an initial account opening and listing process was initiated by the PP. However, the same was not pursued further and only VCS is being considered for the project. Therefore, during the verification process an Official Declaration was submitted to VVB confirming the status of no other GHG and/or environmental credits for the project. However, PP is now issuing another Declaration with justification of Gold Standard account listing of the project. 
PP would like to highlight that even though the project ID is found under Gold Standard the same is not valid as explained above. Additionally, this is also to be noted that further pursue under Gold Standard is also not feasible unless the project is voluntarily withdrawn from VCS. Hence, PP reassures that project is currently not being considered under any other mechanism except VCS.
Attached: 
(1) Revised MR Version 03 (dated 25/04/2022) with the following changes:
(i) Revised MR as per new template version 04.1, with additional information under Section 1.11
(ii) Revised MR with further justification under section 1.9 of the MR, under the footnote reference #6,
(2) An Official Declaration Letter dated 21 April 2022 from PP with justification of Gold Standard involvement.

	VVB Response:
The PP has submitted the revised MR. The section 1.9, 1.10 and 1.11 of the revised MR has been revised. PP has applied to GS and there is no further development as Project is not valid or involved under any other GHG Program, The project is only registered with VCS only. The PP has submitted the declaration for the same. FVR has been modified for better transparency on this matter. Please refer further revision in section 3.1. The VVB team identifies that for the project currently SDG Reporting is not mandatory (as also further clarified by PP in above response); however PP has voluntarily claimed some SDGs and a separate SDGC Report is submitted to VERRA. During the revision of the MR PP has updated the section 1.11 with the similar information. Therefore, considering the provision of the VCS Standard v4.2 for projects registered before 20/01/2023, VVB does not consider detailed assessment of the SDG claims.

	Verra Response: 
The project proponent has updated Section 1.9 of the monitoring report to clarify that the project is no longer seeking certification under Gold Standard and never issued any credits under another program, therefore there is no risk of double counting. This change is sufficient to close the finding, no further response is required. 



	Finding 2

	Section 3.13 of the VCS Standard v4.2 states that “A project activity is additional if it can be demonstrated that the activity results in emission reductions or removals that are in excess of what would be achieved under a “business as usual” scenario and the activity would not have occurred in the absence of the incentive provided by the carbon markets.”
Given that the project’s ERRs are significantly higher than estimated, it needs to be determined that this fluctuation can be attributed to natural conditions as stated in Section 5.4 of the project description.
The VVB is requested to provide a spreadsheet with estimated and achieved ERRs throughout the project’s crediting period.

	PP Response: Not Applicable

	VVB Response:
Following table provided the details about Estimated and achieved ERRs throughout the completed project’s crediting period:
	Actual monitoring period
(completed project’s crediting period)
	Total days 
	Estimated emission reduction 
	Actual Emission Reduction
	Percentage increase or decrease EERs

	
	(days)
	(tCO2)
	(tCO2)
	(%)

	1 November 2018 to 31 August 2021
	1035
	509,954
	618,886
	21.36% (increased) 


The net emission reductions achieved during the completed project’s crediting period(1 November 2018 to31 August 2021) is around 21.36% higher than the ex-ante estimated ERs for the equivalent period.
As per registered PD, PLF is considered as 22.00% where is actual PLF achieved during the completed project’s crediting period (1 November 2018 to31 August 2021) is 26.59% which is within the limit of +/- 10% sensitivity i.e. 27.30%.
Hence, there is no impact on project additionality due to higher PLF, thus the higher ERs.

	Verra Response: 
The VVB has provided a with estimated and achieved ERRs throughout the project’s crediting period and the emission reductions from this monitoring period are in line with previous periods. This clarification is sufficient to close the finding, no further response is required.


2. Assessment Conclusion
On 20April 2022 Verra concluded a review of the verification approval request for project 100 MW Solar project in Bhadla in Rajasthanand raised the 2 assessment findings detailed above.
On 20April 2022 Verra submitted the review report to the VVB LGAI Technological Center, S.A. (Applus+ Certification) and the project proponent Clean Sustainable Energy Pvt. Ltd. 
On 6 July 2022 Verra closed all findings. 
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