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SECTION A. Executive summary

a. Objective

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. has commissionedthe TUV NORD JI/CDM Certification Program to carry
outthe Gold Standard (GS) 1% periodic performance certification and the New Area Certification of the
project “Afforestation Project in Tongliao, Inner Mongolia” for the performance period from
11/04/2014-31/12/2020 with regard to the relevant requirements of the Gold Standard
Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements version 0.9. The objective of certification is to have
an independent review ex-post determination by a VVB of the New Area added and monitored GHG

removals by sink that have occurred as a result of the project activity implemented during a defined
performance period.

The objectives of the certification are the following:
e Assessconformance with the certification criteriaas laid outinthe GS Standard;
e  Evaluate the conformance with the certification scope, including the GHG project and baseline

scenarios; GHG sources, sinks, and reservoirs; and the physical infrastructure, activities,
technologies and processes of the GHG project to the requirements of the GS;

e Evaluate the calculation of GHG emissions, including the correctness and transparency of
formulae and factors used; assumptions related to estimating GHG emission reductions/removals;
and uncertainties; and

e Determine whether the project could reasonably be expected to achieve the claimed GHG
reduction/removals.

b. Scope and Criteria

The scope of this audit includes the assessment of the submitted project documents and supporting
information against the criteria set for Performance Certification and New Area Certification. The
scope of the certification is to verify that: (a) the actual monitoring system and procedures are in
compliance withthe monitoring systemsand procedures describedin the monitoring plan; (b) the GHG
removals by sink data and express a conclusion with a reasonable level of assurance about whether
the reported GHG removals by sink data are free from material misstatement; (c) the reported GHG
emissions datais sufficiently supported by evidence, (d) the new area is eligible to be added into the

project after initial certification. Verification shall ensure that the reported GHG removals by sink are
complete and accurate in accordance with the applicable VCS criteriain orderto be certified.

In accordance with section 7.8 of the Gold Standard A/R Requirements v0.9/*f%/ audit activities will
include:

e Auditplanning

e Deskreview, inaccordance with section 7.9 of the Gold Standard A/R Requirements v0.9/AR%/
e Fieldvisit(field observations andinterviewwith workers and stakeholders)

e Reporting

The criteriafor this certification are the following:

e The Gold Standard Principles/®s"/;

e The Gold Standard Foundation Land Use & Forests Framework, version 1.0/tYF¥;
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e The Gold Standard: Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements v0.9/AR%/;

e The Gold Standard A/R Guidelines for Local Stakeholder Consultation (LSC)/c*;
e The Gold Standard A/R Guidelines for Input & Grievance Mechanism/¢'eV/;

e Otherdocumentssuch as templates™, etc.

TUV NORD has assessed the completeness of the project documents and has assessed compliance of
the project against the GS requirements and Gold Standard Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R)
Requirements version 0.9/A%%,

c. Level of Assurance and Materiality

Inaccordance with ISO 14064-3/5%, the level of assuranceis usedto determinethe depth of detail that
the audit team designs the audit plan to determine if there are any material errors, omissions or
misrepresentations. TUV NORD has conducted the performance certification with a reasonable level
of assurance. This decision was based on the interest in developingan assessment statement that
wouldinclude the following wording:

“Based on the process and procedures conducted, the GHG assertion is materially correctand is a fair
representation of the GHG data and information, and is prepared in accordance with the related
International Standard on GHG quantification, monitoring and reporting, or to relevant national
standards or practices.”

In accordance with 1ISO 14064-3/5%/, materiality is the concept that individual or the aggregation of
errors, omissions and misrepresentations could affect the greenhouse gas assertion. Materiality is
considered when the verifier develops therisk-based samplingplan. The performance certification will
have a materiality threshold of 5% of the claimed GHG emissions.

The assessmentwas conducted to provide a reasonable level of assurance of compliance against the
defined audit criteriaand materialitythreshold withinthe audit scope. Based on the audit findings the
verification statement reasonably assures that the GHG assertion is materially correct and is a fair
representation of the GHG data and information.

d. Project Summary

Project Proponents (Parties): Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd..

Title of project activity: Afforestation Projectin Tongliao, Inner Mongolia

Location of the project activity: Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha, Horgin Left Back
Banner, Tongliao Municipality, Inner Mongolia, China

Geographical Coordinates: Initial Area Latitude: 43°11.80" and 43°12.75'N

Initial AreaLongitude: 122°7.78" and 122°11.64’E
New Area Latitude: 43°23.46' and 43°27.70'N
New Area Longitude: 122°20.51’ and 122°24.75'E

Project total areas (ha): 1,370.96
Planting areas (ha): 1,370.96
Initial Certification areas (ha): 190

New areas (ha): 1,180.96
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Project’s crediting period: 11/04/2014 to 10/04/2044 (twodays included)
Period verified in this certification: 11/04/2014-31/12/2020 (twodays included)

This reportdescribes the verification audit of the “Afforestation Projectin Tongliao, Inner Mongolia”
project, a afforestation project located in China, against The Gold Standard
Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements v0.9/*"*/ and all applicable requirements therein. The
certification covers all GHG removals generated in the performance period from 11/04/2014 to
31/12/2020. The certification was conducted by means of document review, follow-up interviewsand
site inspection,and the resolution of outstandingissues. The certification included: evaluating whether
the new area s eligible to be added into the projectafter initial certification; evaluating whether the
monitoring methodology and the monitoring plan were consistently and appropriately applied; and
assessingthe collection of evidence supporting the reported data for conformity to the standard.

As part of the verification 45 findings were raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report for
detail assessment: 24 New Information Requests (NIRs), 19 Corrective Action Requests (CARs), 2
Opportunity for Improvements (OFls) were raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report for
detail assessment. and successfully closed. There was no FAR raised in this performance certification
report. The assessmentisincludedinthe report.

Duringthe crediting period atotal of 449,706 tCO,e is expectedtobe issued out by all MUs, of which
11,587 tCO,e have also been certified during this audit. Therefore, the amount of credits to be issued
after the certification would be 11,587 tCO,e. There are no uncertainties associated with this
performance certification conclusion.

e. Competency of Audit Team

Lead Auditor/GS Verifier: Zhao Xuejiao (Fancy Zhao) is qualified by TUV NORD in Validation and
Verification of Clean Development Mechanism Requirements (CDM projects) and other voluntary
schemes as VCS, 1SO14064, CCB and Social Carbon (SC) and also qualified by GS in Validation and

Verification of GS projects as listed in the https://www.goldstandard.org/resources/approved-
auditors.

She has experience with more than 200 validation and verification projects including VCS forestry
project and GS forestry project in China since year of 2010. She has a bachelor degree of Biological
Engineering and master degree of Environmental Engineering. Based on the education background,
she engaged in the sustainable development survey when worked as consultant for three years and
worked with WWF, GEIl (Global Environment Institute) and other NGOs for studying the social and
cultural, ecological and biodiversity in Chinaso thatto achieve the sustainable development for many
projects. Also basedon more than 10years site investigation and interview withlocal stakeholders and
designers of the projects during the CDM, GS, SC, CCB and VCS validation and verification process.
Furthermore, as She has a bachelor degree of Biological Engineering and the main subjectis plant
pathology, hence she knows the knowledge of biodiversity and gained many biodiversity expertise
during the validation and verification site inspection in China. She has conducted more than 15
VCS&CCB AR projectvalidation and/or verification?, thus has the relevant social and cultural expertise

1VCS+CCB projects including project No. PL1855, PL1865, PL1866, PL1847, PL1825, PL1826, PL1832, PL1864,
PL2070,PL1895, the team leader has conducted the validation and verification activities on sitefor all thelisted
projects. And for PL2301, PL2305, PL2310, PL1896, the team leader has conducted the validation activities on
site.
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in this region and also have relevant ecological and biodiversity experience due to the education
background. She speaks mandarin whichis the common language in China and the regional residents
can speak and understand this language.

Technical Expert: Li Guifang has Bachelor degreein Agriculture Resources and Environment and Master
degree in Plant Nutrition, and work experience more than 5 years in consultancy under the GHG,
ecological and biodiversity to the development of forestry management and A/R projects, qualified by
TUV NORDin Scope 14. Thus she has the relevant agriculture, forestry and or other land use experience
in China due to education background and working experience. She has conducted more than 15
VCS&CCBAR project validation and/or verification?, thus has the relevant social and cultural expertise
and also have relevant ecological and biodiversity experience due to the education background.
Furthermore, as her education backgroud, she has engaged in the Agriculture and Environment,
especially the plantresearch in some survey fieldsin Chinaand with the consultancy work for forestry
management and A/R projects, so that to develop the project well, she spent many time in site for
community and biodiversity survey and research thus accumulated the related biodiversity and sodial
expertise in China through interview with locals and conducted questionnaires survey and study the
biodiversity inthe sample plots etc.. She speaks mandarinwhichisthe common language in China and
the regional residents can speak and understand this language.

Refertosection B and Appendix2 of thisreportfor the competency of the auditteam.

f. Certification Report History

This corresponds to the initial certification report (ver. 2)/* for the Project “Afforestation Project in
Tongliao, Inner Mongolia”.

2 \VCS+CCB projects including project No. PL1855, PL1865, PL1866, PL1847, PL1825, PL1826, PL1832, PL1864,
PL2070, PL1895, the team member has conducted the validation and verification activities on site for all the
listed projects. And for PL2301, PL2305, PL2310, PL1896, the team member has conducted the validation
activities onsite.
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SECTION B. Certification team, technical reviewer and approver
B.1. Certification team member
No. Role Last name First name Affiliation Involvement in
(e.g. name of
central or other
office of VVB or -
outsourced c £
8 entity) = 2
5 > =
2 12|25
- S £ s =
k] & a 2 K]
o 5% |2 |&
a %) é () -
= 8 lc |2 |8
1. Team Leader 3 .
> B | zHAO Xuejiao - M| X |X|X
(alsoverifier)
2. Team member
E |
(Externa B |u Guifang - XXX | KX
Technical
Expert)
B.2.  Technical reviewerand approver of the Verificationreport
No. Role Type of Last name First name Affiliation
resource (e.g. name of
central or other
office of VVB or
outsourced entity)
1. Technical reviewer IR Alexandra Nuske TUV NORD CERT

/Approver

GmbH

3 The initial certification was conducted by VVB TUV NORD, also the verifier Fancy Zhao is the validator of this
project. This has been pre-approved by SustainCert by checking the email negotiation between the PP and
SustainCert/®Y/ dated on 24/02/2021.
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SECTION C. Certification Process

C.1. Method and Criteria

The certification was performed through a combination of document review, interviews with relevant
personnel and on-site inspections, as discussed in below Sections C.2through C.4 of this report. At all
times, the project was assessed for conformance to the criteria described in Section A of this report.
As discussedin Section C.5, findings wereissued to ensure that the project wasin full conformance to
all requirements.

Prior to conducting the site visit activities, the audit team created a audit plan with sampling planto
determine the areas with the greatest risk of material error.

C.2. Document review
During the documents review all documents provided by the clientand publicly available documents
relevantforthe verification were reviewed.

All templates, supporting documents and shapefiles were carefully reviewed for conformance to the
verification criteria.

The documents provided by project proponents have been used as direct sources of evidence forthe
certification conclusions.

Furthermore, the audit team used additional documentation by third partieslike host party legislation,
technical reports referring tothe monitoring orto the basic conditions and technical data.

The references usedinthe course of this certification are summarized in Appendix 3.

The certification was performed basing on the documents check and site inspection/measurements,

refer to the section D of this report for the verification process detail and corresponding documents
review.

C.3. On-siteinspection
The objectives of the on-site inspections performed were to:

> Select samples of data from on-the-ground measurements for certificationin order to meeta
reasonable level of assurance and to meet the materiality requirements of the certification;

» Performareview of the projectareaand projectactivities to ensure that the project conforms to
the requirements of the GS AR-Requirements_v0.9; and

In fulfillment of the above objectives, the certification site inspection was conducted on
23/03/2021~26/03/2021.

Field sampling and techniques based on the project parameters, scope and best professional
judgement of the auditteamin orderto meeta reasonable level of assurance.

The sampling plan during on-site audit is determined taking into account the accessibility and
similitude of the areas and the tool for sampling was referred by auditteam forthe site certification.

The sampling design (number of plot, location) is considered to be in line with the requirements for
validation (IAF Guidance on the Application of ISO/IEC Guide 66 - G.5.3.12. : x=,/y, where x is the

sampling size by verification team and y is the sample plots number determined by PP in ER sheet),
and ithas ensured arepresentative cross-section of the propertiesinthe areas.

Sample plots selected by VVBis calculated as below,
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e MU 1, numberofplotsyis4. X=v 4=2
e MU 2, numberofplotsyis4. X=v 4=2

e MU 3, numberofplotsyis5. X=v 5=2

A ground inspection of the project area was conducted during the site visit and members of the
verification team visited 6 sample plots within the project area.

Duringthe site inspection, the 6 sample plots are determined by the auditteam by checkingthe map
of the projectlocation and PP sampling plots inventory™s¥, details as followingtable,

Table C-1 Locations for site inspection

Site Visittime M0fielllng Sample Coordinates
Units No. No.
MU1 1 E122.186395 N43.204792
24/03/2021 MU1 3 E122.145862 N43.206162
MuU2 3 E122.370980 N43.419231
Mu2 4 E122.367230 N43.397680
25/03/2021 MU3 2 E122.371119 N43.450764
MU3 5 E122.356873 N43.427113

The main activities undertaken by the auditteam were as follows:

>

>
>

An assessment of the implementation and operation of the project activity through visual
inspection and through interviews with the PP’s staff. Project boundaries and stand information
were assessed;

A total of 6 randomly selected inventory sampling plots’M* were re-measured by the project
proponent’s staff under observation of the audit team. While the project proponent was carrying
out the re-measurement, the audit team verified that the operational and data collection
procedures were implemented in accordance with the monitoring plan and verified the
information flows for generating, aggregating and reporting the monitoring parameters.
Furthermore, the monitoring equipment was checked in order to confirm that the monitoring
practices followed the requirements of the project design. Furthermore, the audit team
performed a consistency check in order to verify the consistency of the previous measurement
and the re-measurement, and to verify the correctness of the reported stand growth;

Confirmation that the quality control and quality assurance procedures were in place; and

Interview project personnel to verify that appropriate working conditions, health and safety,
waste management and capacity building activities take place as described by the project’s design.

Based on above activities conducted by VVB, itis confirmed that the project activity isimplemented in
line withthe project files and the boundary is verified as correct, the values determinedin the previous
measurement by monitoringteam is almost same to the re-measurement values, thus the correctness
of the reported stand growth is confirmed.

c.4.

Interviews

The objective of the interview process was to solicitimportantinformation from personnel related to

project and relevant to the certification process. Onsite interviews and information discussions were

90
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conducted with Representativesfrom project developer’V/, local government officers’?/, local Villagers
(including monitoring staff)’®/, Representatives from ShanghaiRoots & Shoots. The interviews were
performed by the auditteam on-site andthe followingisalist of the main interviewees and subject.

No. Interviewee Date Subject Team
Last First name Affiliation member
name
1. | Huang/ | Shanfeng ClimateBridge 23/03/2021~ |- Chronological description| Zhao
(Shanghai) Ltd.. 26/03/2021 of the project activity| Xuejiao
/Technical Director with documents of key Li
2. Lin// Mao ClimateBridge 23/03/2021~ | steps of the| Guifang
(Shanghai) Ltd.. 26/03/2021 implementation.
/Project Manager -Technical details of the
project
- Baselineand Leakage
- Project Boundary, planting
area
- Eligibility criteria
- ER calculation
- Monitoring system
- Risks
- SD indicators monitoring
- Crediting period
-Project activity starting
date
- New areas information
- Ownership
- Lcal stakeholder
consultation
3. | Guo/?/ Yan Horgqin Left Back 23/03/2021 |- National legislation to| Zhao
Banner Forestand forest Xuejiao
Grass - Provincial legislation to Li
Bureau/Forest afforestation Guifang
Section Chief - Local forestry
4, Bao/?/ Honghao Horgin Left Back 23/03/2021 development
Banner Forestand -Roles & responsibilities of
Grass the government
Bureau/Forest -local communities
Section Staff situation
- local biodiversity situation
-local climate
-local environment
5. | Xi/®/ Yumei Local Villager 23/03/2021 |- job opportunities Zhao
- living condition Xuejiao
6. | zhang// | Xinxin Local Villager 23/03/2021 |- Monitoring work Li
- training Guifang
7. Li/3/ Bing Local Villager 23/03/2021 | |qcal stakeholder
consultation
8. Bao/B/ Dawa Local Villager 23/03/2021 - impactto local villagers
9. 3/ Erdun Local Villager 23/03/2021 | |mpa_ct to local
environment
10. | Maqi/®/ Gaowa Local Villager 23/03/2021 | impactto local biodiversity
Page 9 of
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No. Interviewee Date Subject Team
Last First name Affiliation member
name
11. | Chun/®/ Mei Local 23/03/2021
Villager/Monitoring
Staff
12. | Sha/?/ Rina Local Villager 23/03/2021
13. | Nashun/®/ | Menghe Local Villager 23/03/2021
14. | Bao/®/ Jingang Local 23/03/2021
Villager/Monitoring
Staff
15. | Bao/®/ Chengxiang | Local 23/03/2021
Villager/Monitoring
Staff
16. | Wang™/ | Kai Shanghai Roots & 23/03/2021~ |- Project Financing Zhao
Shoots/Project 26/03/2021 |- Monitoring work Xuejiao
Manager, - Project implementation Li
Monitoring - Forest management Guifang
Staff -Risks
- Environment of project
aera

C.5. Resolution of Findings

Any potential oractual material discrepancies identified during the assessment process were resolved
throughthe issuance of findings. The types of findings issued by VVB were characterized as follows:

Correction Action Request (CAR): A CAR signified a material discrepancy with respect to a specific
requirement. This type of finding could only be closed upon receipt by VVB of evidence indicating that

the identified discrepancy had been corrected. Resolution of all open CARs was a prerequisite for
issuance of a certification statement.

Forward Action Request (FAR): A FAR will be issued when certain issues related to project
implementation should be reviewed during the first verification.

New Information Request (NIR): A NIR signified a need for supplementary information in order to
determine whether a material discrepancy existed with respect to a specific requirement. Receipt of

an NIRdid not necessarily indicate that the project was not in compliance witha specificrequirement.
However, resolution of all open NIRs was a prerequisite forissuance of a certification statement.

Opportunity for Improvement (OFI): An OFI indicated an area that should be monitored or ideally,
improved upon. OFIs were considered to be an indication of something that could become a non-
conformity if not given proper attention, and were sometimesissuedinthe case that a non-material
discrepancy was identified. OFls were considered to be closed uponissuance.

As part of the new area and performance certification, 19 CAR, 24 NIR and 2 OFIl were issued. All
findings issued by the audit team during the certification process have been closed. There is no FAR
raised during this performance certification process. All findings issued during the certification
process, and the inputsfortheirclosure, are described in Appendix 4 of this report.
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SECTION D.

Certification findings

2. KEY PROJECT INFORMATION

2.1. Key Project Information

Conclusion

2.1.1 Key Project Information

Project Title, ID and Type
of Certification

Title: Afforestation Projectin Tongliao, Inner Mongolia
Gold Standard ID: GS3031
Type of Certification:

X performance Certification [X] New Area Certification

The initial certification and Annual Reporting should not be
selected, CAR 01 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix
4 of this report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (a)

Project activities

Inthe initial certification/%, itis confirmed that the project
was implemented since 2014 by planting native species with
mainly Poplar (Populus L.) on the degraded lands of 190 ha
in Zhaogensumogacha Village, Tongliao City, Inner
Mongolia, China.

After initial cerficiation approved by GS, another 1,180.96
hectares of nativetree species (Pinus sylvestris and Populus
L.) were planted in2016 whichis added into the project by
usingthe new areas certification process together with the
performance certification of initial approved project with
GS Ref No. GS3031.

Hence, during this performance period from 11/04/2014-
31/12/2020, the projectarea has reached 1,370.96 hectares
since 2016. The planting and maintenance work were
implemented by the local villagers under the supervision of
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd.

The project generates ecological and social benefits to the
local villagers so that achieve the sustainable development
to the local area.

Via site inspection of the project implementation/"", itis
confirmed that the description of project activity is actual
and the area sizeis changed since the Initial Certification
due to new areas added, thus this part is updated and
verified asinlinewith the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

However, some information is missing, NIR 01, NIR 02 and

CAR 02 were raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (b)

Organisations that are
involved in the project
(project participants)

Village collectives

Via checking the Initial Certification Report/® and
Certification of land ownership and carbon credit
endorsement/€t%/, it is confirmed that the all the project
land belongs to the local communites, while the initial
project area in Zhaogensumogacha belongs to
Zhaogensumogacha Collective and the new area in
Nugusitaigacha belongs to Nugusitaigacha Collective. Via
checking the LSC record/tS¢//lSCN/ it is verified that all
villagers supportthe implementation of the project.

As verified in the Initial Certification Report/*/, it is
confirmed that the Zhaogensumogacha Collective
authorized Shanghai Roots & Shoots the right to deal with

OK

90
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anything regarding carbon credit rights of this project. And
Shanghai Roots & and Shoots signed the carbon credit
purchase agreement with Climate Bridge to authorize the
carbon credits development generated from the initial
afforestation project in Zhaogensumogacha during the
credting period.

Besides, for the new added areas, via checking the
Certification of land ownership and carbon credit
endorsement/Ct%/, it is confirmed village committees
represent all the villagers have signed a document to
authorize Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. as the project
developer to deal with anything regarding carbon credit
rights of this project.

Jane Goodall Institute — Shanghai Roots & Shoots

Shanghai Roots & Shoots provided planting funds for the
initial afforestation activity in Zhaogensumagacha, and
unthorized Climate Bridge the user rights of the carbon
credits generated from the project as verified in the initial
certification report/®. Then the intial project has been
registered as a GS A/R project (GS3101) in November 2015,
following which, Shanghai Roots & Shoots has been working
with Climate Bridge and villagers of Zhaogensumogacha
together to support the following implemenation and
monitoring of the 190ha initial area of project during the
past vyears, including forest maintenance, sample
monitoring, biodiversity survey and community education
which has been verified by sitevisitand interview with the
representatives from Climate Bridge'/ and Shanghai Roots
& Shoots//.

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd.

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is project developer who is
authorized by village committees represent all the villagers
as confirmed in the Certification of land ownership and
carbon credit endorsement/ct%/, Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. is the largest developer and dealer of VER projects in
China who is confirmed with the good experience of forest
project development and carbon trading.

Via site inspection of the project implementation’”"" and
interview with the representatives from project
developerV, it is confirmed that the project developer is
Shanghai Roots & Shoots (listed ininitial certification) and
Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd (for both initial and new
areas) thus the change of this partis verifiedasin linewith
the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

However, some information is missing, NIR 03, NIR 04 and
CAR 03 were raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

2.1.11 Via the on-siteinvestigation/?"" and cross-check the map of CAR04
Communities involved in | Project area/™??/ it is confirmed Communities involved in oK
the project the project is Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha,
Horgin Left Back Banner, Tongliao Municipality, Inner
Mongolia, China.
Page 12 of
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Via site inspection of the project implementation’”™ and
interview with the representatives from Village
Committee®/, it is confirmed that the name of the
communities involved in the project is updated since the
new areas added, thus the change of this partis verified as
inlinewith the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

However, there is noclear definition of which communities
are involved in the project, CAR 04 was raised and closed.
Refer to Appendix 4 of this report for detail assessment.

2.1.1(d)

Location of the project
area and the plantingarea

The project is located in Zhaogensumogacha and
Nugusitaigacha, Horqgin Left Back Banner, Tongliao
Municipality, Inner Mongolia, China.

The geographical coordinates of the initial project area
(Zhaogensumogacha) are between 122°7.78' and
122°11.64' east longitude and between 43°11.80' and
43°12.75' north latitude. The geographical coordinates of
the new project area (Nugusitaigacha) are between
122°20.51" and 122°24.75' east longitude and between
43°23.46"'and 43°27.70' north latitude.

Via site inspection and measuring location with the GPS
devices by auditteam comparing with the map of project
area’MAP/ it is confirmed that the location of project area is
actual andthe project area and plantingarea were updated
since the new areas were added after initial certification,
thus the change of this partis verifiedasinline with the GS
A/R requirements/ARR/,

However, the definition of project is not accurate and
geographical coordinates for locationis missing.

CAR 05 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (e)

Size of the project area
andthe plantingarea

The sizeof the projectareais 1,370.96 ha
The sizeof the plantingareais 1,370.96 ha

the project area mainlyincludingtwo part, part1islocated
in Zhaogensumogacha with a sizeof 190 hectares planted in
2014 which has been verified by initial certification and part
2 is the new added area located in Nugusitaigacha with a
size of 1,180.96 hectares planted in 2016 which has been
verified by checking the Planting Design Report of the new
area’®R/andthe approval of Planting Design Report/APDR/,

Via site inspection and cross-check the map of project area
and plantingarea™AP/ it is confirmed that the size of areas
are actual and the size of both project area and planting
areais updated sincethe new areas were added after initial
certification, thus the change of this partis verified as in line
with the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

OK

2.1.1 (f)

Risk of change to the
project area (during the
crediting period)

Via site inspection and based on the expertises of the audit
team, itis confirmed that there were some risks that may
change the project area existed to the afforestation project

Due to there are new areas added, itis a change to the
project area comparing with initial cerrificaiton, so the
related information need to be clarified. And there is no
such description updated in the section 2.1.1 (f) relevant to
this performance period.

OK

90

Page 13 of



TUVNORD

NIR 05 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

2.1.1 (g)
Risk of change to the
project activities (during

Due to there are new areas added, itis a change to the
project area comparing with initial cerrificaiton, so the
related information need to be clarified. And there is no
such description updatedinthe section2.1.1 (g) relevant to
this performance period.

NIR 06 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

activities

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/XPHC/ itis confirmed that the project start date
and crediting period for the projectare not changed.

However, the startdate of new area is notprovided and the
performance period is missing, and how the performance
period determined in line with the GS requirement is not
clarified.

CAR 06 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (i)

Number of (predicted)
CO2-certificates

Total predicted COz-certificates valueis notconsistent with

the key projectinformation during theinitial certification/<P*
Ic/

Initial certified areas and new areas need to the splitted,
CAR 07 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1(j)

Land-use historyand
current situation of the

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/KPHC/ itis confirmed thatthe land use history of
initialareasis notchanged which is verified as correct.

For the new areas, the land use history has been verified by
checking the Planting Design Reportof the new area’PP?/ and
the approval of Planting Design Report/APPR/. The total area
was severely degraded with some semi-fixed and fixed sand
dunes whichis sameto the certifiedinitialareas.

Via site inspection of the project implementation’”"™ and
interview with the representatives from project
developerV including local villagers/®/and local officers/?,
it is confirmed that there is no change to the land-use,
includingthe project area and tree species.

However, the current situation of the project area is not
provided for this performance period.

CAR 08 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (k)

Socio-economic history
and current situation

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/®PH% it is confirmed that the Socio-economic
history is updated due to the new areas added which is
verified as correct by checkingthe publicinformation of the
Horgin Left Back Banner/P¥/,

The current socio-economic situation relevantto the project
location within this performance period is also provided
which is also verified as correct by checking the public
information of the Horgin Left Back Banner/P¥/,

OK

90
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2.1.1 (1)

Forest management
applied (pastand future)

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/KPH¢/ and checking the Planting Design Report of
the new area’”®® and the approval of Planting Design
Report/APPR/ it is confirmed that the there was no forest
management applied in the past for both initial and new
areas whichis verified as correct.

However, the current situation of forest management
relevant to the project actitivy during this performance
periodis not provided.

CAR 09 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (m)

Forest
(including

characteristics
main tree

The monitoring survey record™SR/ of this performance
period has been checked, and according to the key project
information during theinitial certification/*"'“ and checking
the Planting Design Report of the new area’”®* and the
approval of Planting Design Report/APPR/, the species that
have been planted in the initial area are Poplar, and new
areas are Pinus Sylvestris and Poplar species and following
the inspection of the project area, the auditteam is ableto
confirmthat information provided by the project developer
for this performance period on forest characteristics is
accurate. Also via siteinspection, it is verified that bushes
have also planted to stabilize the sands, fences and
sand/grass grids to help control desertification and sand
dune mobility.

However, initial and new areas need to be provided
respectively and plantingyear need to be clarifed clearly.

NIR 07 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (n)

Main social impacts (risks
and benefits)

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/*PH¢ jtis confirmed that the risks and benefits
of social impactsis updated with actual situation and also
new areas added, the social impactsrelevant to the project
activity duringthis performanceperiod is notprovided. Also
the information of new area plantingis missing.

NIR 08 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (o)
Main

impacts
benefits)

environmental
(risks and

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/*PH¢ jtis confirmed that the risks and benefits
of environmental impacts is updated with actual situation
and also new areas added, the environmental impacts
relevant to the project activity during this performance
period is not provided. Also the information of new area
plantingis missing.

NIR 09 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

2.1.1 (p)

Financialstructure

Via checking the key project information during the initial
certification/XPHC/ it is confirmed that Shanghai Roots &
Shoots have financed the initial area implementation of the
project.

Due to the new areas added, the funds of the afforestation
project have been provided by Shanghai Roots & Shoots and

OK

90
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Horgin Left Back Banner Forestry Bureau in long term. And
via on-site interview with representative from Shanghai
Roots & Shoots* and confirmed with the representative
from Forestry Bureau’?/, it is verified that the project has
been invested by Shanghai Roots & Shoots intree planting,
irrigation system construction, forest management, local
villagerstrainingand project monitoringactivities.

The income from the sales of CO»-certificates will finance
the planned forest management activities over the
remaining crediting period.

Via interview with the project developer/'/, itis confirmed
that the financial structure is actual and updated since the
Initial Certification based on the actual situation of
investment and consideringthe new areas added, thus the
change of this part is verified as in line with the GS A/R
requirements/ARR/,

However, the evidence for actual investment need to be
described inthe footnote and need to be provided.

NIR 10 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

2.1.2 Shapefiles

(a) Projectarea

All files related to a shape have been provided to view the
shapefiles’/ the project area includes two separate parts,
Part1isislocatedinZhaogensumogacha with a sizeof 190
hectares and part 2 is the new added area located in
Nugusitaigacha with a size of 1180.96 hectares /s,

OK

(b) Plantingareas

All files related to a shape have been provided to view the
shapefiles’/, the project area includes two separate parts.
The plantingareasis thesame as the project area and Parts
1 and 2 are divided by 3 shapefiles, named under MU1 to
MU3 of which MU2 and MU3 are the new added areas/s¥/.
The total size of the planting areas is 1,370.96 hectares
which has been verified by checking the initial certification
report/°® and checking the Planting Design Report of the
new area’”®® and the approval of Planting Design
Report/APDR/,

OK

(c) Eligibleplantingarea

All files related to a shape have been provided to view the
shapefiles’/, the project area includes two separate parts.
The plantingareas is thesame as the project area and Parts
1 and 2 are divided by 3 shapefiles, named under MU1 to
MU3 of which MU2 and MU3 are the new added areas/’s¥.
The eligible planting areas is the same as the planting area
and Parts 1and 2 are divided by 3 shapefiles, named under
MU1 to MU3/¥.

Furtheremore, VVB has assessedifthe plantingarea inthis
project is eligible as per the methodology and the
assessment was conducted accordingto Annex C of LUF
Activity Requirements/ANC/,

As per the applied methodology, the eligible planting area
is the land that does not meet the definition of a forest at
planting start, as per the definiation of FAO/FA%/, Forest is
defined as land with tree crown cover (or equivalent
stocking level) of more than 10 percent and area of more

OK

90
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than 0.5 ha., and the trees should be able to reach a
minimum height of 5 m at maturity insitu.

Hence PD has provided the remote sensing data and
satelliteshapefiles in 2003,2005,2013 and 2015 which was
prior to the start date and at the start date of MU1, MU 2
and MU3 inthe key projectinformation file, via checkingall
the figures provided in the file, itis verified that all the
projectarea areeligibleplantingarea asalltheplantingarea
prior to the project stare date were non-forested areas as
per the definition in FAO/FfA%/, and the spatial forest/non-
forest assessment has been conducted incompliancewith
Annex C of LUF Activity Requirements/ANC/,

(d) Modelling Units There are 3 modellingunits, named under MU1 to MU3/5/, OK

(e) Infrastructure (roads, | There aretwo roads insidetheprojectarea MU1, four roads OK
houses, etc.) in MU2 and MU3 which have been shown in shapefiles/s.

(f) Water bodies Via checking the shapefiles of planting areas/s and site OK

inspection, it is confirmed that there is one water body
located inside the project area which is a small lake in the
southeast of the new area (Nugusitaigacha project area)
with a buffer zone of about 95 meters andthere are Native
tree species such as Pinus sylvestris planted in the buffer
zone.

(g) Sites with special | Via checking the LSC report for initial certification/t¢ and OK
significance for | the LSC report for new area certification/SV, itis confirmed
indigenous people | that there are no sites with special significance for
and local | indigenous people andlocal communities.
communities-
resulting from the LSC

(h) Where indigenous | Via checking the LSC report for initial certification/'¢ and OK
people and local | the LSC report for new area certification/tSV itis confirmed
communities are | that there are no sites with special significance for
situated indigenous people and local communities.

(i) Where indigenous | Via checking the LSC report for initial certification/'¢ and OK
people and local | the LSC report for new area certification/tSV itis confirmed
communities have | that there are no sites with special significance for
legal rights, | indigenous people andlocal communities.
customary rights or
sites with  special
cultural, ecological,
economic, religious or
spiritual significance

2.1.3 Boundaries

Please provide evidence | All files related to a shape have been provided to view the OK

that boundaries of the | project boundary’s¥. The project boundary including the

project area and the | plantingarea is the same as the project area including two

planting are clearly | parts and Parts 1 and 2 are divided by 3 shapefiles, named

distinguishable in the | under MUl to MU3 of which MU2 and MU3 are the new

field. added areas/’s.

Page 17 of
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Besides, via site inspection of the project area™ 7, it is
verified thatthere arefences builtaround the planting areas
to protect the trees.

3.1 Do-no-harm Assessment Assessment Conclusion

Performance Certification and New Area Certification

Social

Indigenous People and Local Communities

1. Sites with legal and | Viacheckingthe information providedinthe | Future risk of non- CAR1O
customary. . rights of [ Do-No-Harm Assessment during the initial | compliance: oK
indigenous people and | certification®% and on-site interview | [ ow
local communities | with the local officers”? and local H :

. . . 13/ ipi ) . . Medium
shall be identified, | villagers/®/ itis confirmed thatthe sites with O wi
known and respected | legal and customary rights were well High
by the workers. identified which has been verified by X not applicable,

checkingthe Certification of land ownership | as notrelevant
and carbon credit endorsement/ct%/, it is
verified that the village collectives own the
land and trees, the local villagers from
collectives have been planting trees
themselves. No extra workers are hired for
tree planting or maintenance which has
beed confirmed by interview with local
villagers®/ and local officers/?/.

However, the evidence of trees’ ownership
is notprovided, andif local villagers own the
land and trees or Zhaogensumogacha
collectiveand Nugusitaigacha collective own
the land andtrees is notclarified clearly.
CAR 10 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

2. Sites for special | Via checkingthe information providedinthe | Future riskofnon- OK
cultural, ecological, | Do-No-Harm Assessment during the initial | compliance:
economic, religious or | certification®-% and on-site interview Ciow
spiritual signifi to ith th local offi n/ d local
p|r|' ua' significance V\{I e . oFa o. icers an ocal | ] Medium
the indigenous people | villagers’®, it is confirmed that the local )
and local communities | villagers have been planting trees [ High
shall be identified, | themselves. No extra workers are hired for X not applicable,
known and respected | tree planting or maintenance which has | as notrelevant
by the workers, beed confirmed by interview with local

villagers"/ and local officers’?/. Thus, there
is nochange to thisrisk.

3. The transfer of control | Via checking the Certification of land | Future riskof non- NIR11
of any activities from | ownership and carbon credit | compliance: OK
indigenous people and | endorsement/t%/, itis confirmed that the all | [X] | ow
local communities to | the project land belongs to the village [ Medium
the projectowner shall | collectives, of which the initial project land 0w
be documented. planted in 2014  belongs to High

Zhaogensumogacha, and the new project [ not applicable,
land planted in 2016 belongs to as notrelevant
Nugsitaigacha. And village committees
Page 18 of
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represent all the local villagers transferred
the control of the forest land rightto project
developer.

However, the actual status of transfer of
control of any activities from indigenous
people and local communities to the project
developer for both initial and new areas in
this performance period arenot provided
NIR 11 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

4. The project shall not | Via checking the Certification of land | Future riskof non- OK
involve and shall not | ownership and carbon credit | compliance:
be complicit in the | endorsement/®'%/, it is confirmed that no [JLow
involuntary relocation | resettlement has occurred as a consequence M .

. o . Medium
of people. of the project activity. All the project lands
for both initialareasand newareas areused [ High
inthe pastbarrenland.Via on-siteinterview X not applicable,
with the local officers/? and local as not relevant
villagers®, it is confirmed that there is no
change to this risk.

5. On sites with | Via checking the Certification of land | Future risk of non- N/A
significant disputes, all | ownership and carbon credit | compliance:
operations should be | endorsement/*® and checking the LSC | []iow
stopped until the | report for initial certification/'5¢ and the LSC [ Medi
disputes areresolved. | report for new area certification/tSCN/ it is edium

confirmed that no dispute occurred during [ High

the performance period which is also X not applicable,
verified by on-site interview with the local | as notrelevant
officers/?/and local villagers/3/,

Working Conditions

6. Waorkers shall be able | Via checking the Certification of land | Future riskof non- CAR11
to establish and join | ownership and carbon credit | compliance: OK
labour organisations | endorsement/ct%, it is confirmed that the | [X]ow

land oyvners plantlngltrges themselves and [ Medium
there is no any restriction for workers to '
establish and join labour organisations, and [ High

via siteinterview with the local villafers/3/ it | [] not applicable,
is confirmed that workers are free to | asnotrelevant
establish and join any labour organisations

as they wish, itis confirmed that there is no

change to this risk.

However, the actual situation for this

performance period is missing.

CAR 11 was raised and closed. Refer to

Appendix 4 of this report for detail

assessment.

7. Workers and labour | Viacheckingthe working agreements signed | Future riskofnon- OK
organisations shall be | between all individual workers and project | compliance:
generallysatisfied with | developer/V%/, it is confirmed that the | X ow
their working cc?ntracts are Ilegal and Ylf’:\ sntellnterwew [ Medium
agreements with the local villagers/®/,itis confirmed that '

workers are satisfied with their working [ High
Page 19 of
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agreements, itis confirmed thatthere isno | [] ot applicable,
change to this risk. as not relevant
8. Working agreements [ Viacheckingthe working agreements signed | Future riskofnon- NIR12
with all individual | between workers and project developer’# | compliance: oK
workers shall be | and on-site interview with local villagers/¥, X Low
documented and | it is confirmed that all individual workers .
8 . . [ Medium
implemented. have signed the working agreement, and .
agreement is in line with the national labor O High
laws'Y and thus has been implemented | [] not applicable,
accordingly. as not relevant
However, How the Working agreements
with all individual workers implemented
during this performance period is not
clarified.
NIR 12 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
9. There shall not be [ Viacheckingthe working agreements signed | Future riskofnnon- OK
forced labour, as | between workers and project developer’# | compliance:
defined by the [LO | and on-site interview with local villagers’¥, | [ ow
Forced Labour | it is confirmed that all individual workers .
. . . [ Medium
Convention. have signed the working agreement .
voluntarily. The local villagers will be under [ High
the protection of Labor Law of the People’s [ not applicable,
Republic of China’'Y and no forced labour as | as not relevant
defined by the |ILO Forced Labour
Convention/t% is allowed.
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk.
10. There shall notbechild | Via checkingthe working agreements signed | Future risk of non- OK
labour, as defined by | between workers and project developer’/V#/ | compliance:
the ILO Minimum Age | and on-site interview with local villagers’¥, | ]| ow
Convention itis confirmed thatall individual workers are .
. [ Medium
beyond 18 vyears old, no child labour .
observed. [ High
The local villagers will be under the [ not applicable,
protection of Labor Law of the People’s | @snotrelevant
Republic of China’tand no child labour is
allowed.
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk.
11. If the host country did | Host  country  China  ratified the | Future riskof non- N/A
not ratify one or more | requirements/t\/. compliance:
of the 8 IO (JLow
Fundame.enta/ [ Medium
Conventions, the _
project.._owner. shall [ High
provide a written ™ not applicable,
affirmation to uphold as not relevant
them.
12. Copies of the 8 ILO | Viacheckingthe working agreements signed | Future risk of non- OK
Fundamental between workers and project developer’/V#/ | compliance:
Page 20 of
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Conventions shall be | and on-site interview with local villagers/¥, | X .ow
available for workers. it is confirmed that 8 ILO Fundamental [ Medi
Conventions areavailable for workers. O 'e rum
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this High
risk. [ not applicable,
as not relevant
No Discrimination
13. The project owner Via on-site interview with the PP | Future riskofnon- OK
shall notbeinvolved, | representative from project developer// | compliance:
andshall notbe andinterview with the staffs and females’®/, | <] L ow
complicit,inanyform | ¢ is confirmed that the project developer is M .
of: . e Medium
alegal organization withits own moral code
(a) sexual in line with China’s legal regulations on [ High
harassment, AND | sexual harassment. Any improper behaviors, | L] not applicable,
such as sexual harassment and | asnotrelevant
discrimination areforbidden.
Itis confirmed thatthere is no change to this
risk.
(b) discrimination Via on-site interview with the PP | Future riskofnon- OK
basedon gender, | representative from project developer/V/ | compliance:
race, religion, andinterview with the staffs and females’®/, | <] L ow
sexual orientation | it s confirmed that the project developer is [ .
o _ Medium
or any other alegal organization with its own moral code
basis. in line with China’s legal regulations on [ High
discrimination. Any improper behaviors, [ not applicable,
such as sexual harassment and [ asnotrelevant
discrimination areforbidden.
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.
Anti-Corruption
14. The project.._owner. | Via checkingtheinformation providedinthe | Future risk of non- OK
shall not be involved | Do-No-Harm Assessment during the initial | compliance:
and shall not be | certification®™Y and on-site interview X Low
complicit in | with the local officers" and local [ )

. . . . Medium
corruption. The | villagers/®, also checking the annual audit .
project._owner shall | listed in the Business License conducted by [ High
publicise a | the government to projectdeveloper/®Y, itis [ not applicable,
commitment not to | confirmed that the project developer | asnotrelevant
offer or receive bribes | operates with full compliance with China law
in money or any other | and regulations, thus there is no change to
form of corruption. | thisrisk.

The project...owner.
shall comply with anti-
corruption legislation
where this exists.
Occupational Health & Safety
15. There shall be a | Viaon-siteinvestigation and interview with | Future risk of non- OK
‘Health &  Safety | the local villagers (workers)’3/, it is | compliance:
Policy’ that is | confirmed that PP has referenced Health & | [X]|ow
documented, Safety Policy and adapted it to meet the ] .
. . K Medium
implemented and | National laws to ensure workers’ healthand
regularly updated. This | safety. PP has provided a firstaid kit for | ocal [ High
Page 21 of
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policyshallincludeata | villagers(workers) which is confirmed by | [] not applicable,

minimum: means of siteinspection. as not relevant

(a) provisions for first Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
aid, risk.

(b) provisions for the | Via on-siteinvestigation and interview with | Future risk of non- OK
safe transport of | the local villagers (workers)®/, it is | compliance:
workers, confirmed that PP has referenced Health & | X]Low

Saf . .

a gty Policy and adapted it tc,) meet the [ Medium
National laws to ensure workers’ healthand '
safety. The policy including the item of safe [ High
transport, and the item is implemented by [ not applicable,
PP whichis confirmed by means of interview | as notrelevant
with the local villagers(workers)/%/,

Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this

risk.

(c) provisions for | Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- OK
timely evacuation | the local villagers (workers)/®/, it is | compliance:
of workers to an | confirmed that PP has referenced Health & | X ow

d . .
a eguately . Saf(?ty Policy and adapted it tc,) meet the [ Medium
equipped medical | National laws to ensure workers’ healthand '
facility in case of | safety. The policy including the item of [ High
serious accident timely emergency processing, and the item [ not applicable,
is implemented by the PP whichis confirmed | as notrelevant
by means of interview with the the local
villagers (workers)/3/,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.

(d) a healthinsurance | Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- OK
scheme for | the local villagers (workers)’3/, it is | compliance:
workers who are | confirmed that PP has referenced Health & | [X]|ow
impacted by Safgty Policy and adapted it tc,) meet the [ Medium
workplace National laws to ensure workers’ health and '
accidents safety. The policy including the item of [ High

health insurance scheme, and the item is [ not applicable,
implemented by the PP which is confirmed | as notrelevant

by means of interview with the local villagers

(workers )3/,

Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this

risk.

(e) if workers stay in | Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- OK
camps foralonger | the local villagers (workers)®/, it is | compliance:
period of time, | confirmed that PP has referenced Health & | ]| ow
meas.ures shall to Safgty Policy and adapted it tC,J meet the [ Medium
provided to | National laws to ensure workers’ health and '
ensure that | safety. The policyincludingthe measures for O High
conditions for | workers to stayin camps for a longer period [ not applicable,
accommodation of time, and the measure is implemented by | as notrelevant
and nutrition | the PP which is confirmed by means of
comply at least [ interview with the the local villagers
with those | (workers)/3/.
specified in the | |¢js confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
ILO  Code  of | yisk.

Practice on Safety
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& Health in
Forestry

16. An individual shall be | By means of interview with the PP | Future riskofnon- OK
appointed to have | representative/?, itis confirmed that village | compliance:
overall responsibility | head is appointed as the one to have overall | [X]|ow
for ‘Health & Safety’ at | responsibility for ‘Health & Safety’ at the [ Medium
the worksite worksite.

. . . | High
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk. [ not applicable,
as not relevant

17. Woarkers shall have | Via checkingthe traningrecords/™/ and on- | Future risk of non- NIR13
job-specific  training | site interview with the workers//, it is | compliance: oK
and supervision to | confirmed that PP providesinstructionsand | [X]|ow
safely implement the [ trainingthatthe workers need. [ Medium
Rroject. Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [ ki

. High

risk. O )
However, the training details conducted as nr;(itrzlzslalfjble’
during this performance period is not

clarified.

NIR 13 was raised and closed. Refer to

Appendix 4 of this report for detail

assessment.

18. Workers shall have | Via on-site interview with the workers/®/, it | Future risk of non- NIR24
safe protective | is confirmedthatPP provides safe protective | compliance: oK
equipment, tools and | equipment, tools and machinery to the | [Xow
machinery appropriate | workers if they need. [ Medium
for their work Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [ Hich

risk. O 's '
However, the actual status during this as nr:)?ctrZIpeF\)/!ﬁible’
performance period is not clarified.

NIR 14 was raised and closed. Refer to

Appendix 4 of this report for detail

assessment.

Environmental

Tree Species

19. The genotypes of the | The maintree species planted by the project | Future risk of non- NIR15
tree species planted | are Pinus Sylvestris and Poplar which has | compliance: oK
shall be well-adapted | been verified by site inspection. It is | X ow
to the site. confirmed that Pinus Sylvestris and Poplar [ Medium

are the best tree species for afforestation _
and reforestation in this area and well- O High
adapted to the site which has been [ not applicable,
confirmed by checking the report of | asnotrelevant
“Populus simonii in North China”/R?/ and
“Afforestation technology and economic
benefit analysis of Pinus sylvestris
commercial timber forest in Horgin sandy
land”/RPS/,
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk.
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However, the report study the tree species
did not includethe pinus sylvestris invloved
for new areas.
NIR 15 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
20. Exotic tree species | Via checkingthe projectimplementation by | Future risk of non- N/A
shall not be wused, |[site inspection and Sapling Purchase | compliance:
unless direct | Contract/**%, it is confirmed that no Exotic | [ ] ow
ex.perl.er\ce, or | tree species used in this project. [ Medium
scientific research, .
demonstrate that O High
there is, or can be, no X not applicable,
invasiveness and no as notrelevant
adverse impacts
Habitat connectivity
21. Through a smart | Via checking the shapefiles’/ and on-site | Future risk of non- OK
mosaic of the planting | inspection,itis confirmed that buffer zones | compliance:
areas, buffer zones | have been defined in both initial areasand | X ow
and infrastructure | new areas, habitatconnectivity for flora and [ Medium
habitat connectivity | fauna enhanced through the planting areas .
for flora and fauna | and buffer zones which has been clearly O High
should be enhanced shown in the pictures as listedinthe 3.1 file. [ not applicable,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | @S notrelevant
risk.
GMOs
22. Genetically Modified | Via checkingthe projectimplementation by | Future riskof non- N/A
Organisms (GMOs) as | site inspection and Sapling Purchase | compliance:
defined by FSC shall | Contract/S’Y/, it is conformed that all tree | []iow
not be used planted are native species and no GMOs [ Medium
used.
[ High
™ not applicable,
as not relevant
Biodiversity
23. Minimum 10% of the | Via checking the shapefiles’/ and on-site | Future risk of non- NiR16
project_area shall be | inspection,itis confirmed thatalltheproject | compliance: oK
identified and | area was planted with poplar and pinus | X ow
managed to protect or | sylvestris and 100% of the plantingarea has .
; 5 L . (] Medium
enhance the biological | been managed to enhance the bio-diversity .
diversity of native | of the native eco-systems, thus no less than [ High
ecosystems. For this, | 10% of the project area has been managed L] not applicable,
the HCV approach | to protect or enhance the biological | as notrelevant
should be followed. diversity of native ecosystems according to
the HCV approach.Itis confirmed that there
is nochange to thisrisk.
However, how about the actual percentage
during this performance period and how to
claculatethis valueand HCV approachis not
clarified.
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NIR 16 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
24. (a) Existing patches of | Via on-siteinvestigation,itis confirmedthat | Future risk of non- OK
trees or single solitary | there aresome elms inthe project area and | compliance:
stems of native tree | these trees havebeen identifiedand will not | X ow
jes shall al be | b torhurt.
fpearj’s' shall alwaysbe | be cutorhur [ Medium
identified and | |tjs confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [ Hieh
managed to protect or | isk. Hig
enhance the biological [ not applicable,
diversity as notrelevant
(b) habitats of | Viaon-siteinvestigation,itis confirmed that | Future risk of non- N/A
endangered species | no endangered species found in the project | compliance:
§haII” always be | area. [(JLow
identified and | Also via checking the forest management | [ medium
managed to protect or | manyal/™MM/ it is verified that the native [ Hich
enhance the biological | trees are protected. 18
diversi . . . [ X nota licable,
ty Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this PP
risk as notrelevant
Erosion
25. To ensure healthysoils | Via on-site inspection and checking the | Future riskofnon- OK
the following aspects | baseline survey report for both initial areas | compliance:
shall be identified and | and new areas/®S%, it is confirmed that the | [ ow
appropriate measures | soil type is aeolian sandy soil. Through the n .
. . . . . Medium
shall beputinplaceto | project,itcannot be turned into healthy sail .
protect them completely, but has been improved which [ High
) safl e has been confirmed by sitevisit. [ not applicable,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | s notrelevant
risk.
(b) biota Via site inspection and checking the | Future riskofnon- OK
document of Desertification and Ecological | compliance:
Restoration of Horgin Sandy Land/®%R¥/, the | 5| ow
common biota such as flora, fauna and other .
. . e . . [ Medium
vegetation are identified. Via on-site O wi
interview with the workers/3/ itis confirmed High
that the soil will berefilled after planting to [ not applicable,
recover the soil structure, thus disturbance | as not relevant
to the environment is very small.
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk.
(c) erosion Via siteinspection, the formation of forestis | Future risk of non- OK
identified which contributes to reduce soil | compliance:
and water erosion phenomenon based on | [X]|ow
th tise f dit t . Also th
e expertise from gu it team o) 'e [ Medium
fences have been builtaround the planting _
area and bushes have been planted to slow [ High
down the wind speed on the surface of the [ not applicable,
earth. Via on-site interview with the | asnotrelevant
workers/3/, it is confirmed that the
disturbance to the environment is very
small, and no water related erosion is
expected inthis projectarea.
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Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.
(d) compaction Via siteinspection, the formation of forestis | Future risk of non- OK
identified which increase the soil organic | compliance:
matter, but does not obviouslyinfluenceon | [X]|ow
soil compaction based on the expertise from [ Medium
audit team. Via on-site interview with the O wi
workers/®/ it is confirmed that there’s nota High
high possibility of compaction. L] not applicable,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | s notrelevant
risk.
26. Ploughing on slopes | Via on-site investigation of the trees, it is | Future riskofnon- N/A
with a gradient greater | confirmed that all planting holewere digged | compliance:
than 10% (5°) shall | alongthe contour and there is no ploughing | []1ow
follow the land | on slopes with a gradient greater than 10% [ Medium
contour (5°). O
High
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this < & '
risk. not applicable,
as not relevant
Fertilizers
27. Fertilizers shall be [ Via checking the Forest management | Future riskofnon- NIR17
avoided, or their use | manual issued by PP/™M/ and on-site | compliance: oK
shall beminimisedand | interview with the workers/3/, itis confirmed | [ ow
justified that no fertilizers used for trees during the [ Medium
forest management period. O
. . . . High
Itis confirmed that there is no changto this < & ‘
risk. not applicable,
. . . as not relevant
However, the actual situation of this
performance period is not provided.
NIR 17 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
28. Ifthe aerial application | Via checking the Forest management | Future riskofnon- N/A
of fertilizer is used, | manual issued by PP/ M/ and on-site | compliance:
then measures shall be | interview with the workers/%/, itis confirmed | [ ow
put inplaceto prevent | that no fertilizers used for trees during the [ Medium
drift forest management period.
[ High
X not applicable,
as notrelevant
Chemical pesticides
29. Chemical pesticides | Via checking the Forest management | Future riskof non- OK
shall be avoided, or | manual issued by PP/M/ and Chemical | compliance:
their use shall be | pesticides use agreement signed between | X ow
minimised and | the project developer and the village [ Medium
justified committee/PYA and on-site interview with 0w
the workers//, it is confirmed that no High
chemical pesticides used for trees during [ not applicable,
this forest management period. as notrelevant
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.
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30. Chemical pesticides | Viainterviewwith the projectdeveloper and | Future riskof non- OK
shall be wused in | workers™/ and checking the Forest | compliance:
accordance with the | management manual issued by PP/™MM/gnd X Low
SC Pesticides Policy Chemical pestmdgs use agreement signed [ Medium

between the project developer and the )

village committee/PY¥, it is confirmed that [ High
Chemical pesticides would be used in [] not applicable,
accordance with the FSC Pesticides | as notrelevant
Policy’ P/ if the chemical pesticides need to

be used.

And there is no chemical pesticides used

during this performance period which has

been confiemed by interview with the local

officers/?/ and workers/3/,

Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this

risk.

31. There shall be a ‘FSC | Via interview with the projectdeveloper and | Future riskof non- OK
Pesticides Policy’ that | workers/®/, it is confirmed that Chemical | compliance:
is documented, | pesticides wouldbeusedinaccordancewith | X ow
implemented and | the FSC Pesticides Policy/f?/ if the chemical i

L . ] Medium

regularly updated. pesticides need to be used. And there is no .

. . chemical pesticides used during this [ High
This policy shall . . .

. . performance period which has been L] not applicable,

includeata minimum: . . . .

- confiemed by interview with the local | as notrelevant

(a) provisions forsafe | officers/?/ and workers/3’.

t t
ey . The policy includes the provisions for safe
storage, handling . .
L transport, storage, handlingand application
andapplication -
and the provisions for emergency
situations/F¥/,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.

(b) provisions for | Viainterview with the projectdeveloper and | Future risk of non- OK
emergency workers/3/, it is confirmed that Chemical | compliance:
situations pesticides would beused i/Fr:)g/ccordancewiﬂw X Low

th . . . .

e FSC Pesticides Policy if the chemical [ Medium
pesticides need to be used.

o . [ High

The policy includes the provisions for safe .
transport, storage, handlingand application [ not applicable,
and the provisions for emergency | @snotrelevant
situations/™?., And there is no chemical
pesticides used during this performance
period which has been confiemed by
interview with the local officers/?/ and
workers/?/,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.

32. In the case that | Viainterviewwith the projectdeveloper and | Future riskofnon- OK
chemical pesticides | workers//, it is confirmed that Chemical | compliance:
are used and two or [ pesticides wouldbeusedinaccordancewith | [X]|ow
more different | the FSC Pesticides Policy/f*?/ if the chemical .

. L . (] Medium
chemical pesticides | pesticides need to be used. )

are equally effective, ] High
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the .Ieast hazar.d(.)us And there is no chemical pesticides used | [] not applicable,
chemical pesticide | during this performance period which has | asnotrelevant
shall beused been confiemed by interview with the local
officers/?/ and workers/3/,
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk.
Biological control agents
33. Biological control | Via site inspection and interview with the | Future risk of non- N/A
agents shall be | project developer and workers/®/, it is | compliance:
avoided, or their use | confirmed that no biological control agents | [ ]| ow
shall beminimisedand | have been used in this performance period. .
S P P ] Medium
justified. O
High
X not applicable,
as not relevant
Water resources
34. On  both sides of | yi3 on-site investigation and checking the | Future risk of non- OK
permanent Or | shapefiles/sF, itis confirmed that there is a | compliance:
WETIRIE water | small lakein the southeast of the new added | [X]|ow
éodles (lakes, streams, | 5re5 with a buffer zone of about 95 meters. [ Medium
rIvers, wetlands, etc.) | Native tree species such as Pinus sylvestris _
riparian buffer zones | jre plantedinthe buffer zone. [ High
f 15 met hall b ;
_0 | meter; sha s It is confirmed that the changes since the [ not applicable,
”,np emente or.1 ea.c initial certification related to this risk has | @S Mot relevant
site. In these riparian
buffer zones: been updated due to the new areas were
' added since2016.
(a) only native tree
species may be
planted,
invasive species ia on-site investigation and checking the uture riskof non-
(b) i i i Vi ite i igati d checki he | F isk of OK
shall beremoved shapefiless¥, it is confirmed that there are | compliance:
no invasivespecies in the buffer zone. X Low
It is confirmed that the changes since the | [] medium
initial certification related to this risk has [ High
been updated due to the new areas were & .
added since2016. [ not applicable,
as not relevant
c) a existing ia on-site investigation and checking the uture riskof non-
(c) all isti Vi ite i igati d checki he | F isk of OK
vegetation  shall | shapefiles/sF,itis confirmed that all existing | compliance:
be kept vegetation inthe buffer zone is kept X Low
It is confirmed that the changes since the | [] Mmedium
initial certification related to this risk has [ High
been updated due to the new areas were & .
added since2016. [ not applicable,
as notrelevant
(d) no timber | Via on-site investigation and checking the | Future risk of non- OK
harvesting shapefiles’¥/, it is confirmed that timber | compliance:
activities shall | harvesting is prohibited in the project area | X]ow
ke pl ff .
take place and buffer zone [ Medium
It is confirmed that the changes since the [ Hish
initial certification related to this risk has &
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been updated due to the new areas were | [] not applicable,
added since 2016. as not relevant

(e) nouse of fertilizer | Via on-site investigation and checking the | Future riskof non- OK

or chemical | shapefiles’*, it is confirmed that no | compliance:
pesticides fertilizer is applied to the project area and | X ow
the buff i i
e' uffer area during this performance [ Medium
period.
. . . L] High
It is confirmed that the changes since the .
initial certification related to this risk has [ not applicable,
been updated due to the new areas were | as notrelevant
added since2016.
35. The flows of water | Via on-site investigation and checking the | Future riskofnon- OK
bodies shall not be | shapefiles’s¥,itis confirmed that the flow of | compliance:

blocked water body is not blocked. X Low
It is confirmed that the changes since the | [] medium
initial certification related to this risk has .

] High
been updated due to the new areas were '
added since2016. [ not applicable,
as not relevant
36. The groundwater in | Via on-siteinvestigation and interview with | Future riskofnon- OK
and around the [ the local officer/’? and workers/®/, it is | compliance:
planting area shall not | confirmed that there is no fertilizer used | X ow

be negatively affected | which may affect the groundwater used [ Medium

by the project during tree planting and the formation of .
forest can contribute signification to forest [ High
soil and water reservation thus no L] not applicable,
groundwater in and around the planting | as notrelevant
area negatively affected by the project
duringthis performance period.

Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.
Waste
37. All sources of waste | Via on-site investigation and based on the | Future riskofnon- NIR18
and waste products | local expertise of the audit team, it is | compliance: oK
shall be identified and | confirmed that no chemical wastes were | [ ]| ow

classified. Waste | generated duringthis performance period. .

” . § uringthis p pert L] Medium
products include | |tis confirmed that there is no change to this [ ki

amongst others risk. High

. . . t licable,
(a) chemical wastes However, the actual status during this X no appiicablg
L . as notrelevant
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 18 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

(b) containers Via on-site investigation, itis observed that | Future risk of non- NIR18
containers arecleaned from the forest. And | compliance: oK
via interview with t/r;;e project developer™ | 54 | ow
and local villa St fi d that .

villagers/®/, it is con |.rme a [ Medium
they have cleared off the containers of all '
kinds regularly as they managed the forest [ High
and All the recyclables have been collected [ not applicable,
by the farmers for proper recycling. as not relevant
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Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this
risk.

However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.

NIR 18 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

(c) fuelsandoils Via on-site investigation, itis observed that | Future risk of non- OK

some fuel or oil was spill out in the forest. | compliance:
There is some fuel or oil used due to the | X ow
fjrl\./ln.g,. the amount |s. .so small and [ Medium
insignificantthatwas volatilized soon. O
High

Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this '8
risk. [ not applicable,

as not relevant

(d) human waste Via on-site investigation, itis observed that | Future risk of non- NIR18

no toilet within the project area, hence | compliance: oK
there was only small amount of human | X ow
waste left in the forest. However, the .

. . ] Medium
amount is quite small due to only people '
who are mananging the forest will visit [ High
regularly. [ not applicable,
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | @s notrelevant
risk.
However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 18 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

(e) rubbish (including | Via on-site investigation, itis observed that | Future riskof non- NIR18
metals, plastics, | the rubbish arecleaned from the forest. And | compliance: oK
organic and paper | via interview with the workers®/, it is | [ ow
products) confl.rmed that thfey have cleared off the [ Medium

rubbish of all kinds regularly as they .

managed the forest. [ High

Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [ not applicable,
risk. as notrelevant
However, the actual status during this

performance period is not clarified.

NIR 18 was raised and closed. Refer to

Appendix 4 of this report for detail

assessment.

(f) abandoned Via on-site investigation, itis observed that | Future risk of non- NIR218
buildings, no abandoned buildings, machinery or | compliance: oK
machinery or | equipment existinthe proj/ec/tareas.And via | X Low

i t intervi ith th kers/3/, iti firmed

equipmen interview wi e workers/?/ itis cc?n ir [ Medium
that they have cleared off the rubbish of all _
kinds regularly as they managed the forest. [ High
Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [ not applicable,
risk. as not relevant
However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.
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NIR 18 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

38. Measures for Via interview with the workers/®/, it is | Future risk of non- NIR19
pr<.)ducts and IT | confirmed that they collected all waste | compliance: 0K
spillage shall be putin | oroqucts found from the project area as X Low
place for safe and | {hey managed the forest and the waste [ Medium
environmentally products have been well packed withoutany
appropriate: spillage. ] High
(a) collection Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this [J not applicable

risk. as not relevant
However, the actual status during this

performance period is not clarified.

NIR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to

Appendix 4 of this report for detail

assessment.

(b) transport Via interview with the workers/3/, it is | Future risk of non- NiR19
confirmed that they have transported the | compliance: oK
well packed waste products found from the | X ow

roject area to their villages, leaving no .
P .J & & ] Medium
spillage.
. ) . g High
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this
risk. [ not applicable,
. . as not relevant
However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

(c) storage Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- NiR19
the workers/3/, itis confirmed thatthe waste | compliance: oK
products collected from the project area | [X]|ow
have b.een transported t.o the. designated [ Medium
collection area for centralized disposal. O

High
Itis confirmed thatthere is nochangeto this '8
risk. [ not applicable,
. . as not relevant
However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.

(d) handling Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- NiR19
the workers//, it is confirmed that no small | compliance: 0K
biogas power plantfor the whole villagewas | [X]|ow

for handlingth .
set up for handlingthe waste [ Medium
Iti fi dthatthere i h to thi
'|scon irmed thatthere is no changeto this | — High
risk. O
. . not applicable,
However, the actual status during this PP
L . as notrelevant
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
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(e) disposal Via on-site investigation and interview with | Future risk of non- NiR19
the local officer/?/,itis confirmed thatwaste | compliance: oK
degraded naturally, for those that cannot | [X]|ow
degrade naturally, t.helr dlsposall will be [ Medium
handled by professional companies. And )
there was no burning garbage permitted and [ High
occurred for forest management. L] not applicable,

Itis confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | s notrelevant
risk.
However, the actual status during this
performance period is not clarified.
NIR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to
Appendix 4 of this report for detail
assessment.
Mangroves
1. 90% of the planting | No mangrove species involved in the | Future riskofnon- N/A
area shall be planted | project. compliance:

with mangrove species | |tjs confirmed thatthere is no changeto this | []Low
risk. [ Medium

] High

™ not applicable,

as not relevant
3.2. Local Stakeholder Consultation Conclusion
Process for Performance Certification
For the Performance | There is no template of Local Stakeholder Consultation requested N/A
Certification chapter ‘3.2 | for the Performance Certification.
Local Stakeholder | As per the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements
Consultation” does not | g g/ARR/ the continuous dialogue is ensured through the
apply. requirements of chapter ‘3.3 Input & Grievance Mechanism’ and
The continuous dialogue | the yearlyreporting.
is ensured through the
requirements of chapter
‘3.3 Input & Grievance
Mechanism’ and the
yearly reporting and
regular certifications that
include feedback from
The Gold Standard NGO
Supporters.
Process for New Area Certification
For the New Area | As per the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements OK
Certification the project | v0.9/ARR/ for the New Area Certification the project developer shall
owner shall identify the | jdentify the stakeholders that are new to the projects due to its
stakeholders thatare néw | expansion.
to the projects due to its | \Wijththese new stakeholders a LSC shall be conducted.
exPan5|on. For the documentation, the project developer shall usean empty
With these NeW | template ‘Local Stakeholder Consultation’.
stakeholders a LSC shall [ The PP has carried outa LSCto new stakeholders dueto the adding
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be conducted. of new areas and a new template of ‘Local Stakeholder

For the documentation, Consultation’ related to the new areas and new stakeholders was

the project owner shall | Providedto VVB.

use an empty template Refer to below for detail assessmen of the LSC for New Area

‘Local Stakeholder | Certification.

Consultation’.

Design of physical meeting(s)

Agenda As per the template of Local Stakeholder Consultation (LSC), the OK
following points are covered during the new area LSC process,
whichisinlinewith the requirements.

- Opening of the meeting

- Explanation of the new area of project; based on the content of
the ‘Key Project Information’

- Discussion of continuous inputand grievance mechanism

- Questions for clarification aboutthe new area of project

- Blind ‘'SD Matrix’ exercise

- Discussion on monitoring the mitigation measures

- Closure of the meeting

Invitation trackingtable Via checking the Emails of invitation/®/ and interview with the | ocal OK
officers/?/andlocal villagers/®/,itis confirmed thatall the name of
the invitee are invited to the LSC. And some of the invitee
confirmed via Oral or Telephone.

Describeyour selection Via checking the names and organization of the invitee, it is NR20
confirmed that the organisations/individuals who arethe relevant oK
stakeholders to the project were decided in accordance with the
GS requirement.

The gender, age, ethnicity are considered during selecting the
stakeholders, different age, males and females and different
ethnicities (Mongolian and Han ethnicities) areall selected.
However, the related information of the new area LSC is not
clarified.

NIR 20 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment.

Text of individual | The text of individual invitations has been clearly stated. OK

invitations

Description of other | Other consultation methods such as small meetings with local OK

consultation methods | government officers through phone calls and face-to-face

used conversations were used and described.

Participants’ in physical meeting(s)

Reference ID to the | Via checking the attendance list'SCN/, it is confirmed that the oK

original participants’list original participants’listisattached in Annex I.

Total 14 stakeholders attended the meeting, 7 females.

Participantslist Date, time, location are in line with the original participants’ OK
list/'S¢/, and the stakeholders are classified by 4 categories.

Villager, Local officer, Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Project
developer.

Evaluation forms

Reference ID to the | Via checking the evaluation forms/tSCN/ it is confirmed that the OK

original ‘evaluation forms’ | original participants’listisattachedin Annex II.

Total 14 stakeholders attended the meeting (7 females), 12 filled
out the forms.
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Summarise the main [ The summary of the main comments in the table has been OK
comments in the table [ checked as inline with the original individual ‘evaluation forms’
below (please translate | /LSCN/,
into English if necessary).
Provide references to the
individual ‘evaluation
forms’.
Pictures from physical | The pictures from physical meeting are checked as added OK
meeting(s) accordingly.
Outcome of consultation process
Minutes of  physical | Via checking the description of Minutes of physical meeting, itis OK
meeting(s) confirmed that a summary of the meeting as well as all comments
received are included. Also an outline of the discussions on
continuous input and grievance expression methods; comments,
agreements or modifications suggested by stakeholders are also
includedinthe minutes.
Minutes of other | Viatepephone interview with Mr. Li Yunxiang of Tongliao Forestry OK
consultations Bureau, it is confirmed that his suggestions and comments were
collected by a small meeting with projectdeveloper. He supported
the project and his suggestions were considered by the project
developer.
Assessment of all comments
Stakeholder comment All the Stakeholder comments from original evaluation forms are OK
assessed, the explanation of the comment is taken into account
was elaborated.
Summary of alterations [ Only one comment considering the language translation is taken OK
based on comments into account, and the measures have been provided.
Sustainable Development Assessment
Sustainable Development Assessment of the project owner:
Environment Indicators 5 indicators are assessed before take the results from the OK
stakeholders. Indicator score of Soil condition and Biodiversity is
defined as +1.
So Category scoreis +1.
Social Development | 4 indicators are assessed before take the results from the OK
Indicators stakeholders. Indicator scoreof Human and institutional capacity
is defined as +1.
So Category scoreis +1.
Economic & Technical | 3 indicators are assessed before take the results from the OK
Development Indicators stakeholders. All the Indicator scoreis defined as 0.
So Category scoreis 0.
Justification choices, data source and provision of references
Environment All the indicators of environment was justified, the references are OK
verified by the auditteam/R¥/. Itis concluded thatthe justification
was conducted based on the relevant references.
Social Development All the indicators of social development was justified, the OK
references are verified by the auditteam/®PY, It is concluded that
the justification was conducted based on the relevant references.
Economic & Technical | All the indicators of economic & technical development was OK
Development justified, the references are verified by the auditteam/RE™Y, |t is
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concluded that the justification was conducted based on the
relevant references.
Summary of Sustainable Development Assessment of the stakeholders — BLIND exercise
Environment Indicator 5 indicators are assessed after take the results from the OK
stakeholders. Via checking the Sustainable Development
Assessment of the stakeholders/*CV/ it is confirmed the indicator
score of Air quality, Soil condition and Biodiversity is defined as +1.
So Category scoreis +1.
Social Development | 4 indicators are assessed after take the results from the OK
Indicator stakeholders. Via checking the Sustainable Development
Assessment of the stakeholders/tS¢/ itis confirmed the indicator
scoreof Human andinstitutional capacityisdefined as +1.
So Category scoreis +1.
Economic & Technical | 3 indicators are assessed after take the results from the OK
Development Indicator stakeholders. Via checking the Sustainable Development
Assessment of the stakeholders/tS¢/, it is confirmed the all the
Indicator scoreis defined as 0.
So Category scoreis 0.
Comments accompanying | Based on the Sustainable Development Assessment of the OK
the BLIND exercise stakeholders/tSCN/ it is confirmed the stakeholders were more
concerned about the environmental impact than social and
economic impact, and they thought the planting could benefit the
local environment by improving the soil condition, air quality,
water quality and quantity and ecosystem.
Main differences
Main differences The differences between the Assessmentof the projectowner and OK
BLIND exercisefrom the stakeholders havebeen compared.
Via on-site investigation, itis confirmed that the planting area is
mostly sandy and degraded grassland and the local air quality is
quite bad during the windy season, however it is not easy to
measure and monitor the airimpactand soil condition.Based on
this, the indicator scores of air quality and soil condition were
changed from +1 to 0.
Consolidated Sustainable Development Assessment — with final scores
Environment Indicator After the differences compared, only indicator score of OK
Biodiversity is defined as +1. And Category score is +1. This is
verified by the auditteam as reasonableand correct.
Social Development | After the differences compared, only indicator score of Human OK
Indicator and institutional capacity is defined as +1. And Category score is
+1. Thisis verified by the auditteam as reasonableand correct.
Economic & Technical | After the differences compared, all the indicator score is defined OK
Development Indicator as 0. And Category scoreis 0. This is verified by the auditteam as
reasonableand correct.
Sustainability Monitoring Plan
Discussion on | Viaon-siteinterview with the local villagers/?/, itis confirmed that OK
Sustainability Monitoring | they would liketo participatein monitoring of the SD indicators.
Plan Gathered the suggestions from the stakeholders for the SD
indicators,itis concluded thatas follow:
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For the indicator of biodiversity, a questionnaire could be used for
local stakeholders to monitor the visible change of the local
ecosystem, whichis deemed as a costeffective way.

For the indicator of human and institutional capacity, the
stakeholders suggested also usinga questionnaireto reflect their
own feelings about the local community with regards to this
project, whichis deemed as a cost effective way.

Based on the questionnaires, the stakeholders can participatein
the monitoring.

Discussion on continuous Input and Grievance Mechanism

Discussion on
Sustainability Monitoring
Plan

Via on-siteinvestigation,itis confirmed that the Continuous Input
and Grievance Expression Process Book has been published on the
notice board of the local village. Via interview with the local
villagers®, itis confirmed that they will write their comments or
suggestions in the book anytime. Two languages of the book is
provided. The projectdeveloper will check the book regularly and
collect all the comments received. The contact of responsible
person is checked as providedin the book.

Besides, the telephone and internet/email access approaches
have been listed, however, the GS contact internet and mail
access is missing.

CAR 12 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment.

OK

Stakeholder feedback round

Description of the design
of the stakeholder
feedback round

The description of the stakeholder feedback round is listed.

Via on-site interview with staffs from Shanghai Roots & Shoots/4/
and Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. 7/, it is confirmed that they
monitored the projectevery year, including projectarea coverage,
tree preservationrate, tree height and diameter at breastheight,
and biodiversity. At the same time, the staff learned about the
opinions of local residents on the project through questionnaire
surveys and face-to-face communication. And Via checking the
questionnaires/QU¥ filled during the surveys, it is confirmed that
no comments were received duringthis performance period.

However, the VVB sitevisitinformationis notclarified.

NIR 21 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment.

OK

3.3. Input & Grievance Mechanism

Conclusion

Process for Performance Certification

The ‘List of Inputs &
Grievances’ is part of the
annual reporting (see
chapter ‘7.2 Reporting’),
thus for the Performance
Certification all of the
annually prepared lists for
any inputs and grievances
since the last certification
shall be provided.

As per the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements
v0.9/ARR/ the ‘List of Inputs & Grievances’ is part of the annual
reporting (see chapter ‘7.2 Reporting’), thus for the Performance
Certification, all of the annually prepared lists for any inputs and
grievances sincethe lastcertification shall be provided.

However, the Filled-in template ‘List of Input & Grievances’ was
not submitted together with annual report.

OFI 01 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment

OFL
OK
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3.4. Sustainability Monitoring Plan

Conclusion

For the Performance Certification the project owner shall use an empty template ‘Sustainability Monitoring
Plan’. To complete the template, copy remaining parameters that have not yet reached their target and add
new parameters from the update of the chapter ‘3.1 Do---No---Harm Assessment’ or ‘3.3 Input & Grievance

Mechanism’.

Sustainability Monitoring
ID 1 -Biodiversity

The chosen parameter is numbers of flora and fauna. This
parameter represents the improvement of biodiversity in the
environment, which is monitored by the projectdeveloper once a
year.

According to the Sustainability Monitoring Plan during initial
certificationSMPIY/ the baseline situation of this parameter is
estimated as very few.

As confirmed through checking the questionnaires/QU¥/ filled
during the surveys and the photos catched by the cameras
installed inthe project area by local forestand grass bureau’?%, it
is confirmed that the numbers of flora and fauna has been
observed during this performance period, thus the biodiversity in
the environment is improved significantly. Via interview with the
project developer'/ and local villagers¥/, it is confirmed that
questionnaires survey have been conducted annually since 2016
to 2020 during this performance period which is in line with the
monitoring frequency requested inthe plan.

In conclusion, the numbers of flora and fauna has been observed

duringthis performance period, this parameter can represent the
biodiversity in the environment improved significantly.

Thus, itis confirmed that the “Biodiversity” is positivelyimproved
compared to the baseline.

However, how the actual monitoring activity is in line with the
frequency requested in monitoringplanis not provided.

CAR 13 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment.

CAR L3
OK

Sustainability Monitoring
ID 2 -Human and
institutional capacity

The chosen parameter is changein decision-makingstructures at
local village. This parameter represents the normal people,
especially the Chinese Mongolian minority of local village can be
involved in the decision-making thus beneficial to social
development, which is monitored by the project developer once
ayear.

According to the Sustainability Monitoring Plan during initial
certificationSMPIY/ the baseline situation of this parameter is
estimated as normal peoplebarelyinvolved.

As confirmed through checking the questionnaires/QU¥ filled
during the surveys and the record of meetings and activities
organized for local residents related to the planting project/RMA/ jt
is confirmed that the people, especially the Chinese Mongolian
minority of local village have been involved in the decision-making
during this performance period, thus decision-making structures
at local village is changed. Via interview with the project
developer/ and local villagers¥, it is confirmed that meetings
and questionnaires survey have been conducted annually since
2016 to 2020 duringthis performance period whichisinlinewith
the monitoring frequency requested in the plan.

OK

90
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Furthermore, via checking the technical training records/™/ it is
confirmed that villagers were provided with three trainings on
planting, forest management and fire prevention in 2014, 2017
and 2019 during this performance period.

In conclusion, the people, especially the Chinese Mongolian
minority of local village have been involved in the decision-making
duringthis performance period, this parameter can represent the
social development improved.

Thus, itis confirmed that the “Human and institutional capacity”
is positivelyimproved compared to the baseline.

However, how the actual monitoring activity is in line with the
frequency requested in monitoringplanis not provided.

CAR 14 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this report
for detail assessment.

3.6. Risk Register

| Score

Conclusion

Risk Topics

Management qualifications
in forestry, operations,
finance, legal

Via checking the business licence of the project
developer’®/, the project developer is confirmed as a
legal business entity fully with the forest management
experience. Via on-site investigation and interview
with the representative of the project developer/?/, it
is confirmed that some full time forest experts are
assigned to oversee the whole program, and all the
project experts have forest-related education
background and relevant working experience on
similar regions and they provided regular assessments
duringthe performance period sothere was very little
risk onthe management qualifications.

Itis confirmed that there is nochange to this risk.

N/A

Workers qualifications in
the technical
implementation

Via checking the technical training record/™/ and the
forest management manual/f™M/ it is confirmed that
all the workers are adequately trained and
implemented the project according to the manual
during this performance period, hence there will be
littlerisk on workers qualifications.

Itis confirmed that there is nochange to thisrisk.

N/A

Technical equipment

Via site inspection and checking the forest
management manual/™M/ it is confirmed that
corresponding production, transportation and safety
equipment have been provided by PP, hence there
was be littlerisk on workers qualifications.

Itis confirmed that there is nochange to this risk.

N/A

Financial means: complete
andrealisticincome streams
(investment, funding, co-
funding, sales, etc.) and
expenditure
(administration,
infrastructure, machines,
labour, audits, unexpected
expenditures, etc.)

As confirmed through checking the initial certification
report/°?, it is verified that Shanghai Roots & Shoots
were responsible for fund raising of initial
afforestation in Zhaogensumogacha, and by checking
the approval of Planting Design Report/APOR/ it is
confirmed that Local Forestry Bureau was responsible
for initial fund raising for the new area in
Nugusitaigacha.

Via site inspection and interview with representatives
from Shanghai Roots & Shoots*/ and local forest

N/A
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bureau’?/, itis confirmed that all of the investment for
planting and early phase forest maintenance have
been successfully funded and the project has been
well implemented during this performance period
from 11/04/2014 to 31/12/2020.

Furthermore, based on the Certification of land
ownership and carbon credit endorsement/c%/, it is
confirmed that the following maintenance cost of the
project will be covered by the revenue of carbon
credits.

Via checking the business licence of the project
developer/, it is confirmed that the company
operated normally, no financial risk observed in this
performance period. Via interview with the
representatives of local officers/?,itis confirmed that
status of company is correct for this performance
period.

Itis confirmed that there is no change to this risk.

Water: drought, flood, hail,
snow, heavy rains

Via checking the shapefiles of planting areas’s¥, it is
confirmed that there is only one water body located
inside the project area. Due to the local weather
condition, there could be drought among the planting
area, but the planted trees have been watered
regularly to make sure their growth, and the tree
species arewell adaptto the dry weather. Besides, the
resources of groundwater are plentiful, so the
groundwater will be used for irrigation, and it will
remain sufficient during the whole project period
Further through checking the forest management
records during this performance period™R// it is
confirmed that no drought, flood, hail, snow
happened and the establish of forestcanreduce water
loss andsoil erosion.

Itis confirmed that there is nochange to this risk.

N/A

Wind: heavy wind,
hurricanes

Via checking the shapefiles/s/ and by siteinspection, it
is confirmed that the project is located in mainland,
thus there should be no big risk of hurricanes and
heavy wind.

Itis confirmed that there is no change to this risk.

N/A

Animals: domestic, wild

During on-site investigation, it is confirmed that the
barriers had been set up around the planting area to
prevent domestic animals fromtreadingand eating.
Wild animalslike deers are not that numerous to be a
risk to the project, even though their occurance has
been improved.

Itis confirmed that there is no change to this risk.

N/A

Fire: natural fires, fire
management

During on-site investigation, itis confirmed that with
the trees grows, the riskof fireis raise.

Via on-site interview, it is confirmed that the project
developer adopted many necessary measures for fire
preventing as requested inthe initial certification.
Furthermore, the local government has set the
fireproofing period when usingfireis forbiddenin the
open air according to the Forest Conservation Act of
China/f», And if a fire disaster occurs, the local

OK
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government should be responsible for relevant
rescuingimmediately.

Via checking the forest management records during
this performance period’™R/ and interview with the
local officer/?/ and local villagers/®/, it is concluded
that there was no significant fire disaster occurred
within the project area during this performance
period.

However, the actual situation of the fire risk during
this performance period is not provided.

CAR 15 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of
this report for detail assessment.

Diseases: insects, bacteria,
viruses

Through checking the forest management records
duringthis performance period’™R/ and interview with
the local officer/?/and local villagers”3/,itis confirmed
that the diseases frominsects did not happen within
the project area duringthis performance period.
However, the actual situation of the diseases risk
duringthis performance period is notprovided.

CAR 16 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of
this report for detail assessment.

OK

Temperatures: frost, heat

Via site inspection, itis confirmed that frost damage
on trees was not common inthe projectarea. Further
through interview with the workers/%/, it is verified
that the warming measures have been adopted to
keep the survival rateduring winter time, thus no risk
of frost and heat occurred within the project area
duringthis performance period.

However, the actual situation of the temperatures risk
duringthis performance period is notprovided.

CAR 17 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of
this report for detail assessment.

OK

Irregular resettlement or
illicit crop production

Via checking the initial certification report/%/, it is
confirmed that there is no resettlement involved in
this project.

Itis confirmed that there is no change to this risk.

N/A

Exploitation of
underground resources:
mining, water, etc.

Via checking the initial certification report/?, it is
confirmed that the irrigation water for trees is from
underground.

However via on-site investigation and interview with
the local villagers/™/ and checking the forest
management program/™P/ it is confirmed that the
trees are not used as commercial purpose, hence
irrigation is not frequent, and trees were taller and
vegetation coverage increases during this
performance period, they have reserved more rainfall
intounderground. This has impacted the ground water
level in a positive way.

Itis confirmed that there is no change to this risk.

N/A

4.1. Additionality

Conclusion

As per the Gold Standard: Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements v0.9/ARR/,
Process for New Area Certification
For the New Area Certification the project owner can select between the followingoptions:

NiR22
OK
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a) ldentify key elements of the project’s existing additionally test and provide evidence that
these key elements are not changed due to the new areas. Key elements shall include barriers
(in caseof the barrier analysis), the economic assumptions (in case of the investment analysis),
or elements of ‘Option 2 --- PositiveList’ (in casethis was selected). The most recent version of
the ‘Additionality--- New areas’ template shall beused.

b) Repeat the process for the Initial Certification, but only with regard to the new areas, not
the entire project. The most recent version of the ‘Additionality’ template shall be used.

Option of Additionality

X Option 2 — Positive Listwas chosen by the PP for additionality demonstration.

Part |

1.

requirements from (d) to (g) in order to be considered as additional under Option 2.

Via checking the UNDP website/™nd?/ it is confirmed that

a Less Developed the project is located in a region with a recent UNDP oK
Country (LDCs) orina Human Development Indicator of 0.761 whichis below0.8.
region with a recent
UNDP Human
Development Indicator
below 0.8.
(b) The project shall have Via checking the planting agreement™, it is confirmed OK
no intention of creating | that project has no intention of creating a forest for the
a forest for the commercial use of the timber or non-timber forest
commercial useofthe | products, only pruning and small cuttings are anticipated
timber or non-timber to improve tree growth where necessary.
forest products.
(c) The projectactivities Via on-site inspection and checking the Planting Design OK

shall notbe mandatory
by any lawor
regulation, OR ifitis
mandatory, it shall
demonstrate that these
laws or regulations are
systematically not
enforced.

Report of the new area’?®®and the approval of Planting
Design Report’APPR/ and interview with the local officer/?,
it is confirmed that the new areas of project activity is a
voluntary programme, not mandatory by any law or
regulation.

Part Il

2.

requirements from (d) to(g) inorder to be considered as additional under Option 2.

(d)

The project areaiis

90

Via checkingthe report of Analysisonthe Causes of Forest OK
locatedina regionwith | prynessin Tongliao City/*A” and cross-checek the Tongliao
amean annual Governmental website/t¥/, it is confirmed that the mean
precipitation of less annual precipitation of Tongliao Cityis 373.6mm, less than
than 600 mm. 600mm.
(e) The soil pH of the N/A N/A
plantingareais less
than 4.0.
(f) The plantingareais N/A N/A
planted with minimum
5 different native tree
species in mixed stands,
coveringat minimum
50% of the planting
area.
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(g) The projectareais N/A N/A
located:
e |na country or
region with a
recent UNDP
Human
Development
Indicatorl below
0.5, OR
e InaSmalllsland
Developing State
(SIDS
Retroactive submission
3. If the submission to the Pre-Feasibility Assessment was after the planting start, the project proponent
shall demonstratethat
(a) the revenues from CO2- | \/A, for the initial certification/ %/, the submission to the oK
certificates were PFA was confirmed before the plantingstart. The new area
seriously consideredin | js hotapplicableto this definition.
the decision to
implement the project,
AND
(b) there was continuous N/A, for the initial certification/®/, the submission to the oK
interestin CO»- PFA was confirmed before the plantingstart. The new area
certificates for the is not applicableto this definition.
projectinparallel with
its implementation
No deforestation
4. The planting area shall not | For the initial areas, via checking the initial certification oK
have been forest for atleast | FePort/ICR/ and comparing with the related satellite
10years prior tothe planting | images taken by Google Earth in 2004 and 2014/, it is
start, OR confirmed that the initial planting area have not been
forest for atleast10years prior tothe initial areas planting
Incasethe plantingarea startin 2014,
was deforested inthe 10 Furtheremore, via checkingthe baselinesurvey report/8sR/
years priorto the planting for the new area and on-site interview with the local
start, evidence shall be villagers®/ and local officer?/, and by comparing with the
provided which related satelliteimages taken by Google Earth in 2006 and
demonstrates that the 2016/ itis confirmed that the new added plantingareas
deforestation was caused by | haye not been forest for at least 10 years prior to the new
force majeure areas plantingstartin 2016.
5.1. Applicability Conclusion
Process for New Area Certification
For the New Area Certification the project owner shall updatethe existingfilled---in template
‘Applicability’ with the information from the new areas added.
The new information shall be clearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour. The
existing version of the template shall beused.
Applicability
1. Areas shall not be on | Via checking the baseline survey report/8%/ for the new NIR23
wetlands area and on-site interview with the local villagers// and oK
local officer?/,itis confirmed that the new project areas
are almoston sandyland, not on wetlands.
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However, the new information is not clearly distinguished
by the use of a different colour.

NIR 23 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

2. Areas with organic soils shall | Via checking the baseline survey report’®®/ for the new NIR 23
not be drained or irrigated | area and on-site interview with the local villagers/3/ and oK
(except for irrigation for | local officer/?/, it is confirmed that the project areas are
planting). mostly sandyland,and no organicsoils areinvolvedin the

project area.

However, the new information is not clearly distinguished
by the use of a different colour.

NIR 23 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

3. Soil disturbance (through | Via checking the baseline survey report/®® for the new NIR 23
ploughing, digging of pits, | area and on-site interview with the local villagers/?/ and oK
stump removals, | local officer’?/, it is confirmed that the project areas are
infrastructure, etc.) on [ mostly sandyland,andno organicsoils areinvolvedinthe
organic soils shall bein less | projectarea.
than 10% of the area thatis | However, the new information is not clearly distinguished
submitted to certification | by the use of a different colour.

(not 10% of the entire [ NIR 23 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
project.area). report for detail assessment.

4. The most likely scenario | Via checking the baseline survey report/®®/ for the new NIR 23
without the project | area and on-site interview with the local villagers/?/ and oK
(baseline scenario) shall be | local officer/?/,itis confirmed that the most likely baseline
defined for the projectarea. | scenario is the existing scenario without project: the area
This scenario shall not show | is the degraded grassland and the situation of degradation
any significant increase of | will be continued for years. This scenario would not show
the Baseline biomass (‘tree’ | any significant increase of the Baseline biomass which is
and ‘non-tree’). verified by comparing the satellite images between 2006

and 2016/

However, the new information is not clearly distinguished
by the use of a different colour.

NIR 23 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

5.3. Calculation of CO,.-certificates Conclusion

Process for Performance Certification and New Area Certification

Process for Performance | The project developer did not provide the ‘MU Report’ oK

Certification created in the system by updating the numbers from the

For the Performance | chapters ‘5.4 Other Emissions’and ‘5.7 CO»-Fixation’and in

Certification the project owner | its ClimateProjects account, but the project developer

shall meet the requirements by | submit its ‘MU Report-CO>-Fixation Calulation/F¢S/ by

updating the numbers from the | creating a spreadsheet with the calculations instead of

chapters ‘5.4 Other Emissions’ | usingthe ClimateProjects software.

and ‘5.7 CO2---Fixation’andinits | The CO2-Fixation Calulation sheet/*F has been checked, it

ClimateProjects account. The | is confirmed that the project developer has created new

system will createa ‘MU Report’ | MU clusters for the new area and the CO2-Fixation has been

that the project owner shall | calculated together with the initial certificationareas.

submit to The Gold Standard | Furthermore, the carbon sinks and removal values in CO,-

Registry. Fixation Calulation sheet/F/ have been re-produced by

Process for New Area | verifiers anditisconfirmed thatthe calculations arecorrect

Certification and conservative and in compliance with the calculation

See Initial Certification. To enter
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the numbers of the new areas

into the ClimateProjects
system the project owner has to
create a new ‘Modelling Units

Cluster’.

For all types of certification the
projectowner canalso submitits
‘MU Report’ by creating a
spreadsheet with the
calculations instead of using the

ClimateProjects software.

process in Initial Certification templates, and the correct
data have been applied.

5.4. Other Emissions

Conclusion

Process for Performance Certification and New Area Certification

No monitoring for requirement
1.

burned for the purpose of land
preparation, an additional 10%
of the Baseline shall be
deducted. This is to account for
the non-CO2 green-house-gas
emissions (N20 and CH4) thatare
released during the burning

process.

Via checking the baseline survey report/®®/ for the new
area and on-site interview with the local villagers/®/ and
local officer’?/, it is confirmed that the no existing ‘tree’ or
‘non-tree’ biomass of the Baseline is burned for the
purpose of land preparation for both initial certication
areas and new areas scenarios.

OK

For requirement 2 the project
owner shall update the amount
of fertilizer used - in accordance
with the figures submitted in its
‘Annual Reports’.

N/A

N/A

5.5. Baseline

Conclusion

Process for New Area Certification
For the New Area Certification the project owner shall updatethe existingfilled---in template ‘Baseline’ with
the information from the new areas added.

The new information shall beclearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour.
The existingversion of the template shall be used.

The resulting figures of this documentation shall be submitted to the projects ClimateProjects account.

1. To determine the Baselineof the eligibleplantingarea thelandshall be

(a) stratified according to

Via checking the initial certification report/°® and baseline

90

OK
its vegetation types | survey report/B®/ for the new area, itis confirmed that in
(grassland, bushland, | the baseline scenario, there are only sparse bushes and
etc.) grasses on the land and the vegetation is distributed in a
mosaic fashionacross the entire project area. Therefore, a
single stratum combining the stocks for both vegetation
types isusedas “sparseshrubandgrassland” whose sizeis
equal to the eligibleplantingarea whichis 1,370.96 ha.
2. To determine the Baselineof the eligibleplantingarea theland shall be
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(b) for each of these strata, | Via checking the baselinesurvey report’®%/, itis confirmed OK
scientifically based | thatbaselineis determined as below:
local, regional or Stratum ID Baseline e | Baseline non-tee
national default values biomass biomass
hall be found which Stratum Sparse shrub 477.77 tCO, 8.97 tCO;
BliE ) and grassland
state the biomass of Sparseshruba | 2,969.64tC0; | 55.77tCO,
these vegetation types. nd grassland(t
he new area)
Total 3,447.42tCO, | 64.751CO;,
Eligible planting | 1,370.96 ha
area
Baseline 2.56 tCO,/ha
Stratum ID: Sparse shrub and grassland
Baseline tree biomass Value is determined as 0.7988 tdm/ha. The value is a oK
regional default value, which is confirmed via checking the
3/h tdm/h
e @t el e reference of LI Yu-giang, etc. Study on the Dynamics of
Biomass, Calorific Value and Energy of the Psamophyte
Communities during Desertification. Arid Zone Research,
2005, 22 (3)/ReV/,
BEF N/A N/A
Wood density N/A N/A
Root-to-Shoot ratio Value is determined as 0.72. The value s a regional default oK
value, which is confirmed via checking the reference of LI
Yu-giang, etc. Study on the Dynamics of Biomass, Calorific
Value and Energy of the Psamophyte Communities during
Desertification. Arid Zone Research, 2005, 22 (3)/RBV/,
Baseline tree biomass OK
2.51 tCO,/ha
(tCO2/ha)
190 ha (initialarea) OK
Area 1180.96 ha (the new area)
1370.96 ha (total area)
. 477.77 tCO; (initialarea) OK
Baseline tree biomass
2,969.64 tCO; (the new area)
(tCO2)
3,447.42 tCO>
Baseline non-tree biomass Value is determined as 0.0322 tdm/ha. The value is a OK
(tdm/ha) regional default value, which is confirmed via checking the
reference of LI Yu-giang, etc. Study on the Dynamics of
Biomass, Calorific Value and Energy of the Psamophyte
Communities during Desertification. Arid Zone Research,
2005, 22 (3)/R8V/,
Root-to-Shoot ratio N/A N/A
Baseline non-tree biomass 0.05 tCOZ/ha oK
(tCO2/ha)
190 ha (initialarea) OK
Area 1180.96 ha (the new area)
1370.96 ha (total area)
) 8.97 tCO; (initial area) OK
Baseline non-tree biomass
(CO2) 55.77 tCO; (the new area)
2
64.75tCO; (total area)
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5.6. Leakage

Conclusion

Process for New Area Certification

For the New Area Certification the project owner shall updatethe existingfilled---in template ‘Leakage’ with

the information from the new areas added.
The new information shall beclearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour.
The existing version of the template shall beused.

The resulting figures of this documentation shall be submitted to the projects ClimateProjects account.

Describethe selection of your categories.

(a) collection of wood (for
firewood, charcoal, etc.)

Not selected.

Via on-site investigation and checking the initial
certification report/°® and baseline survey report/8s¥ for
the new area, itis confirmed that both the initialand new
added plantingareas aremostly sandylandinthe baseline
scenario, then during the baseline scenario, there was no
collection of wood (for firewood, charcoal, etc.) insidethe
project area.

Hence, duringthe project scenario, there was no leakage
caused by collection of wood (for firewood, charcoal, etc.)
outside the boundary which is attributable to the A/R
project activity.

OK

(b) timber harvesting

Not selected.

Via on-site investigation and checking the initial
certification report/® and baseline survey report/8s®%/ for
the new area, itis confirmed that both the initialand new
added plantingareas aremostly sandyland not a forest or
shrub land in the baseline scenario, then during the
baseline scenario, there was no timber harvesting inside
the project area.

Hence, duringthe project scenario, there was no leakage
caused by timber harvesting outsidethe boundary whichis
attributableto the A/R project activity.

OK

(c) agriculture (crop
cultivation, shrimp
cultivation, etc.)

Not selected.

Via on-site investigation and checking the initial
certification report/°® and baseline survey report/8s¥ for
the new area, itis confirmed that both the initialand new
added plantingareas aremostly sandy landin the baseline
scenario, then during the baseline scenario, there was no
agriculture (crop cultivation, shrimp cultivation, etc.) inside
the project area.

Hence, duringthe project scenario, there was no leakage
caused by agriculture (crop cultivation, shrimps cultivation,
etc.) outside the boundary whichis attributableto the A/R
project activity.

OK

(d) livestock

Not selected.

Via on-site investigation and checking the initial
certification report/°® and baseline survey report/8s¥ for
the new area, itis confirmed that there is livestock around
the project area, however, both the initialand new added
planting areas are mostly sandy land in the baseline
scenario, then during the baseline scenario, there was no
grazeinsidethe project area.

Hence, duringthe project scenario, there was no leakage
caused by graze outsidethe boundary whichis attributable
to the A/R projectactivity.

OK

90
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Overview of the different leakage strata and the results of the baseline determination. The individual
calculation of each stratumis in the boxes below.
Leakage Based on the above assessment, Leakage is O. oK
5.7. CO,-Fixation | Conclusion
Process for Performance Certification
For the Performance | The project developer has updated the existing filled-in oK
Certification the project owner | template ‘CO»-Fixation’ for this performance period. Also
shall update the existing filled-in | the project developer submitits ‘MU Report-CO»-Fixation
template ‘CO-Fixation’ based on | Calulation’/"Y by creating a spreadsheet with the
the information of the ‘Forest | calculationsinstead of usingthe ClimateProjects software.
Inventory’. The most recent
version of the template shall be
used. The resultingfigures of this
documentation shall be used to
update the projects
ClimateProjects account.
Process for New Area Certification
For the New Area Certification | The project developer has updated the existing filled-in oK
the project owner shall update | template ‘CO2-Fixation’ with the information from the new
the existing filled---in template | areas added and calculate the total CO2-Fixation for both
‘CO,-Fixation’ with the | initial areas and new areas for this performance period.
information from the new areas | Also the project developer submit its ‘MU Report-CO»-
added. The new information | Fixation Calulation’/F¢/by creatinga spreadsheet with the
shall beclearly distinguishableby | calculationsinstead of usingthe ClimateProjects software.
the use of a different colour. The
existing version of the template
shall be used. The resulting
figures of this documentation
shall be submitted to the
projects ClimateProjects
account.
Long - term CO»-Fixation Conclusion
4. Existing ‘tree biomass’ from | The existing ‘tree biomass’ from the carbon stock of the OK
the carbon stock of the | Baselinethatis notremoved has been checked as reflected
Baselinethatis not removed | inthe growth-model.
shall be reflected in the
growth-model.
5. A realistic survival-rate shall | Firstly, via checking the “5.7 - Tongliao_CO;-Fixation oK
be reflected in the growth- | Calulation-PD-clean”, itis confirmed that the survival-rate
model. was used in the ex-ante estimations of carbon sinks by
using the rowth-model and via cross-checking the
Inspection and Acceptance Report/*?/, it is verified that the
survival-rateusedis realistic.
Secondly, for the actual CO»-Fixation Calulation during this
performance period, to conduct the carbon sink
measurement, the number of surviving trees is actually
measured, it means that the survival rate has been
considered for calculation of final carbon sinks. PP
calculated carbon sink based on the actual measured
biomass per unit area only considering the surviving trees
which has been reflected in the ‘MU Report-CO,-Fixation
Calulation’/¢F¢¥. In conclusion, via checking the monitoring
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survey records/MS®/ and based on the local expertise of the
auditteam, itis confirmed that the actual survival-rate has
been reflected in the ER calculation which is verified as
correct andreasonable.
Long-term CO;-Fixation tree biomass
Growth-model ID Poplar OK
Applied for Mus This growth-model applied to plantingarea of MU1 oK
X Option 1 — Selective harvesting OK
Calculation model [] option 1 - Conservation forest
L] Option 2 — Rotation forestry
Time period 30 years until the equilibrium. OK
Value is determined as 776.36 m3/ha. The value is a OK
Long-term CO2-Fixation treebiomass | Regional value, which is confirmed via checking the
(m3/ha ortdm/ha) reference of Growth Law of Volume of Different Poplar
Varieties /R6L/,
BEF Value is determined as 1.1. The value is a gold standard OK
default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,
Wood density Value is determined as 0.3. The valueis a gold standard OK
default valuevia checking the GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,
Root-to-Shoot ratio Value is determined as 0.2. The value is a gold standard oK
default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,
Long-term CO2-Fixation tree biomass | 563.64 tCO2/ha OK
(tCO2/ha)
Long-term CO2-Fixation tree biomass
Growth-model ID Pinus sylvestris oK
Applied for Mus This growth-model applied to plantingarea of M2. oK
X Option 1 — Selective harvesting OK
Calculation model [ option 1 — Conservation forest
L] Option 2 — Rotation forestry
Time period 30 years until the equilibrium. OK
Value is determined as 196.10 m3/ha. The value is a OK
Long-term CO»-Fixation treebiomass | regional value, which is confirmed via checking the
(m3/ha or tdm/ha) reference of Study on growth regularity of Pinus sylvestris
Var. mongolica in Saihanba area/R¢/,
BEF Value is determined as 1.1. The value is a gold standard OK
default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement.
Wood density Value is determined as 0.3. The value is a gold standard oK
default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement.
Root-to-Shoot ratio Value is determined as 0.2. The valueis a gold standard OK
default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement.
Long-term CO2-Fixation tree biomass | 142.37 tCO2/ha OK
(tCOz/ha)
Long-term CO2-Fixation tree biomass
Growth-model ID Poplar OK
Applied for Mus This growth-model appliedto plantingarea of MU3 OK
X Option 1 — Selective harvesting OK
Calculation model | Option1 — Conservation forest
L] Option 2 — Rotation forestry
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Time period 30 years until the equilibrium. OK
Value is determined as 714.97 m3/ha. The value is a OK
Long-term CO2-Fixation treebiomass | Regional value, which is confirmed via checking the
(m3/ha or tdm/ha) reference of Growth Law of Volume of Different Poplar
Varietjes /RGL/,

BEF Value is determined as 1.1. The value is a gold standard OK

default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,

Wood density Value is determined as 0.3. The value is a gold standard OK

default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,

Root-to-Shoot ratio Value is determined as 0.2. The value is a gold standard OK

default valuevia checkingthe GS A/R Requirement/ARR/,

Long-term CO2-Fixation tree biomass | 519.07 tCO2/ha oK

(tCO2/ha)

6. The numbe.r of sampleplots | A total of 13 sampleplots were set up in the project, with NR24
of a forest inventory shallbe | 3 error of 9.63%. And there are 4,4 and 5 sampleplots in oK
sufﬂggnt t? meet a MU | MU1, MU2 and MU3 respectively whichiis calculated in line
precision with a maximum | \yith the tool of “Calculation of the number of sample plots
error of £20% at a 90% | for measurements within A/R CDM project Activities”
confidence interval. Where | (version02.1.0)”.

H 0,
the error1s a?bove 20%, the Via checking the ‘MU Report-CO,-Fixation Calulation’/cF
additional difference shall . . . . .
. by creatinga spreadsheet with the calculations, itis verified
be deducted. Provide an . - , .
fow f hich Mus thi that the sample sizeand CO;-fixation values’ calculation is
overylew or which MUS this 1 rect andin line with the appliedtool andinitial certified
requirement was relevant calculation method
and describetheadaptation. ’
However, How to calculatethe No. of sample plots and how
to calculatethe error is notclarified.
NIR 24 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

Present COz-Fixation Conclusion

Summary of a forest inventory

Forest inventory ID Poplar 2014 OK

This inventory is for the MU1 oK

Modelling Unit (MU)

Size of the MU 190 ha OK

Date of inventory December 2020 OK

Shape of sampleplots Rectangular oK

Size of sampleplots 400 m2 OK

Number of sampleplots 4 oK

Precision level 9.34% CAR18

OK
Sample plots with slopes >10% No oK
Name of reference document Estimation of carbon stocks and changein carbon stocks of 0K
trees and shrubs in A/R CDM project activities (Version
04.2)

Result of the inventory 4.24 t dm per ha OK

Inventory was executed in order | W=0.045*(DBH2H)0-206 oK

to adaptthe growth-model W = Aboveground biomassinsampleplot,t d.m,;
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DBH = Diameter at breast height of tree in sample
plot, cm;
H = Height of tree insampleplot, m.

The data sourceis confirmed as Beijing University, Beijing
Shanshui Natural Protection Center, Qinghai Forest
Investigation Institute. Research on the Assessment of
Qinghai Forest Carbon Sink and Development Planning of
Priority Region. December 2013/RAF/ which has been
verified by VVB as applicableto the project.

How does the inventory adapt /
confirmthe growth-model

This inventory leads to a adaptation of the existing growth-
model

Via checkingthe data source/”¥/ it is confirmed that based
on the monitored the DBH (diameter at breast height) and
height of the trees in the sample plot, and calculated the
biomass of the sampleplotthrough the growth model.

OK

Present CO;-fixation

2014:0.00tCO>/ha
2015:0.49 tCO2/ha
2016:1.46 tCO2/ha
2017:3.33tC0O2/ha
2018:6.75tC0O2/ha
2019:11.49tCO>/ha
2020:19.86tCO2/ha

P, m e ————————————

OK

90

Forest inventory ID Pinus sylvestris 2016 OK
This inventory is for the oK
Modelling Unit (MU) MU2
Size of the MU 708.44 ha OK
Date of inventory December 2020 OK
Shape of sample plots Rectangular OK
Size of sampleplots 400 m? OK
Number of sampleplots 5 OK
Precision |evel 13.62% CAR-18
OK

Sample plots with slopes >10% No OK

Estimation of carbon stocks and changein carbon stocks of OK
Name of reference document trees and shrubs in A/R CDM project activities (Version

04.2)
Result of the inventory 1.72 m3 stem volume per ha OK

V=0.00001235D3.017 oK

\Y = Stem volume of tree insampleplot, m3;
D = Ground diameter of the tree in sample plot,

Inventory was executed in order cm;
to adaptthe growth-model The data source is confirmed as Xu Qing, Li Xiaosha, Xu

Zhongaqi, et al. Study on the Volume Table of Scotch Pinein

Saihanba Aera[J]. Forest Resources Management, 2017,

000(001):57-62/RY"/ which has been verified by VVB as

applicabletothe project.
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This inventory leads to a adaptation of the existing growth- OK

model
How does the inventory adapt / | v, checkingthe data source/fY?/,itis confirmed thatbased
confirmthe growth-model on the monitored ground diameter of the trees and height

of the trees inthe sampleplot, and calculated the biomass

of the sample plot through the growth model.

2016:0.02 tCO2/ha OK

2017:0.07 tCOz/ha
Present CO,-fixation 2018:0.21tCO2/ha

2019:0.55tCO>2/ha

2020:1.56tCOz/ha

= |
Forest inventory ID Poplar 2016 OK
This inventory is for the oK
Modelling Unit (MU) MU3
Size of the MU 472.52 ha OK
Date of inventory December 2020 OK
Shape of sampleplots Rectangular OK
Size of sampleplots 400 m? OK
Number of sampleplots 5 OK
Precision level 12.35% CAR18
OK

Sample plots with slopes >10% No OK

Estimation of carbon stocks and changein carbon stocks of OK
Name of reference document trees and shrubs in A/R CDM project activities (Version

04.2)
Result of the inventory 5.09 tdm per ha OK

W=0.045*(DBH2H)?-906 oK

w = Aboveground biomassinsampleplot,t d.m,;
DBH = Diameter at breast height of tree in sample
plot, cm;

Inventory was executed in order | H = Height of tree insampleplot, m.
to adaptthe growth-model The data sourceis confirmed as Beijing University, Beijing

Shanshui Natural Protection Center, Qinghai Forest

Investigation Institute. Research on the Assessment of

Qinghai Forest Carbon Sink and Development Planning of

Priority Region. December 2013/RA¥ which has been

verified by VVB as applicableto the project.

This inventory leads to a adaptation of the existing growth- OK

model
HOW. does the inventory adapt / | yj, checkingthe data source/*¥ it is confirmed thatbased
confirmthe growth-model on the monitored the DBH (diameter at breast height) and

height of the trees in the sample plot, and calculated the

biomass of the sampleplotthrough the growth model.

2016:0.00tCO>/ha OK
Present CO,-fixation 2017:1.12tC0;/ha

2018:3.84tCO2/ha

2019:10.19tC0Oz/ha
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| 2020:21.63tC0O>/ha

| Conclusion

6.1. Carbon Performance
Process for Performance Certification
For — the Pgrformance The project developer did not provide documentation OF02
Certlflcatlor.‘n the project OWNET | using the template ‘Carbon Performance’, the actual oK
shall provide documentation | sjtyation related to the project implementation is not
using the template ‘Carbon | hroyided.
Performance’. The most recent . . .
. OFI 02 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
version of the template shall be .
report for detail assessment.
used.
Describe the shortfalls of the |y, on-site inspection, interview with PD and local officers, OFl02
project also through checking the Inspection and Acceptance oK
Report/“R/ itis verified thatduringthe project plantingand
implementation period, if any trees were not growing
sucessfully, the replantings have been conducted to make
sure the actual survival rate is same to the ex-ante
estimated valueandthe replantings with same type of tree
species have been inspected and the survival rate is
accepted.
So based on the initial certification result and considering
the actual status of new areas, itis confirmed that no re-
stratification was necessary dueto the homogenous stratas
have been defined and no gaps are found as all non-grown
trees were replanted.
The project developer did not provide documentation
using the template ‘Carbon Performance’, the actual
situation related to the project implementation is not
provided.
OFI 02 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.
Describe how you propose to | The project developer did not provide documentation OFG2
make the project compliant | sing the template ‘Carbon Performance’, the actual oK
again, latestin5 years situation related to the project implementation is not
provided.
OFI 02 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.
7. Annual Report —year 2016~20204 Conclusion
Process for Performance Certification
The ‘Annual Report’ shall focus | 5016 is confirmed as the first year since the initial OK
on information since the last | certification was approved.
‘Annual Report’

4 As per the Gold Standard A/R Requirements v0.9/ARR/ the annual report shall take place on an annual basis,
after the initial certification was completed. The intial projecthas been registered as a GS A/R project (GS3101)
in November 2015,s0 2016 is confirmed as the started year. Due to the PP did not report for the lastfiveyears
from 2016 to 2020, so PP has consulted SustainCert about this issue, and via the approval from GS/SCAAR/ it js
confirmed that PP canreport once and report the activities/information for the fiveyears in Annual Report for
this performance certification. Soonly one annual reportprovided by PP is confirmed as reasonable.
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(a) a summary (in English and
local language) of the recent

Intheinitial certification/?, itis confirmed that the project
was implemented since 2014 by planting native species
with mainly Poplar on the degraded lands of 190 ha in
Zhaogensumogacha Village, Tongliao City, Inner Mongolia,
China.

After initial cerficiation approved by GS, another 1,180.96
hectares of native tree species (pinus sylvestris and poplar)
were planted in 2016 which is added into the project by
usingthe new areas certification process together with the
performance certification of initial approved project with
GS Ref No. GS3031.

Hence, the project area has reached 1,370.96 hectares
since2016.There are3 modelling units, named under MU1
to MU3/SF. The planting and maintenance work were
implemented by the local villagers under the supervision of
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd.

For year 2016, via checking the ecological survey data
sheet/EDS/ it is confirmed that the ecological survey was
conducted from July 16 to August 26, 2016 there are 22
species of plants inthe projectarea.And via interview with
the staff from monitoring team, it is confirmed that
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. employed local farmers toinvestigatethe biodiversity,
vegetation coverage and tree growth inthe project area.

For year 2017, via checking the ecological survey data
sheet/ED%/ it is confirmed that the ecological survey was
conducted from July 18 to August 26, 2017 there are 22
species of plants inthe projectarea.And via interview with
the staff from monitoring team, it is confirmed that
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. employed local farmers toinvestigate the biodiversity,
vegetation coverage and tree growth inthe project area.

For year 2018, via checking the ecological survey data
sheet/®D%/ it is confirmed that the ecological survey was
conducted from July 18 to August 20, 2018 there are 30
species of plants inthe projectarea.And via interview with
the staff from monitoring team, it is confirmed that
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. employed local farmers toinvestigate the biodiversity,
vegetation coverage and tree growth inthe projectarea.

For year 2019, via checking the ecological survey data
sheet/EDS/ it is confirmed that the ecological survey was
conducted from July 21 to August 26, 2019 there are 26
species of plants inthe projectarea. And via interview with
the staff from monitoring team, it is confirmed that
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. employed local farmers toinvestigate the biodiversity,
vegetation coverage and tree growth inthe project area.

OK

90
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For year 2020, via checking the ecological survey data
sheet/EDS/ it is confirmed that the ecological survey was
conducted from July 20 to August 25, 2020 there are 25
species of plants inthe projectarea.And via interview with
the staff from monitoring team, it is confirmed that
Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. employed local farmers toinvestigate the biodiversity,
vegetation coverage and tree growth inthe project area.

Inaddition, via checking the carbon sink monitoring survey
records/MS®/,itis confirmed thatthe carbon sink survey was
conducted from December 20 to December 31, 2020. And
via interview with the staffs from monitoring team, it is
confirmed that project monitoring team employed local
farmers to monitor the number, height, ground diameter
and diameter at breastheight of trees in 13 sampleplots in
the project area. The monitoring team paid local farmers
150 RMB every day whichis verified by interview with local
farmers.

Thus it is concluded that the project generates ecological
andsocial benefits to the local villagers so thatachieve the
sustainabledevelopment to the local area.

However, the local languagedescriptionis missing.

CAR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

(b) a clearstatement (in English

and local language) on how
stakeholders can provide

inputs/grievances

Via the LSC record'S¢, it is confirmed that a physical
meeting has been held in 2015 to collect the comments
from local stakeholders, and it is confirmed that all the
stakeholders agreed to implement the project,and hope to
join the Afforestation Projectin Tongliao, Inner Mongolia
(GS3031) as anew area.

For this performance period, via site interview with the
local villagers/3/and local officers/?/, itis confiremd that the
statement (in English and local language) on how
stakeholders can provide inputs/grievances were
published through villager assembly, and incharged
persons’ contact number was also announced for
stakeholders’access incaseofanygrievances.

In addition, during the local stakeholders’ consultation
during the year from 2016 to 2020, the monitoring team
collected the suggestions of local farmers on the project
through face-to-face communication, and via checking the
questionnaires/QV¥ filled during the surveys, it is verified
that all local villagers believed that the project had
improved the local ecological environment and no
comments and grievances created duringthis performance
period.

Finally, duringthe VVB siteverification, the verifiers hold a
interview meeting by face to face to get the comments
from local stakeholders, based on the results, itis verified
that the stakeholders thought the project was quite
successful, the local environment was significantly
improved since the degenerated desert land turned into
forest, and the project provided them with many job

OK
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opportunities.Inaddition, the stakeholders hope to obtain
carbon revenue as soon as possible and used to manage
the project.

In conclusion, a clear statement on how stakeholders can
provide inputs/grievances has been provided and verified
asactual andreasonable.

However, the local languagedescriptionis missing.

CAR 19 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

Submit the following document

s together with this ‘Annualreport’

(c)

‘List of
Input & Grievances’, listing
the input and grievances
since the

Filled-in template

last ‘Annual

Report’

The Filled-in template ‘List of Input & Grievances’ was not
submitted together with annual report.

OFI01 was raised and closed. Refer to Appendix 4 of this
report for detail assessment.

OK

(d)

Updated
Information’

‘Key Project

The project information has been updated in the ‘Key
Project Information’ which provided by project developer.
Refer to above sections of the detail assessment.

OK

(e)

List of stakeholders who will
receive the ‘Annual Report’

The local stakeholders have been defined in the initial
certification report®® whom including Local farmers from
Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha, village
collectives, Horqgin Left Back Banner forestry and grassland
bureau, local forestry station, Shanghai Roots & Shoots and
Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd., so all the identified
stakeholders are confirmed as can receive the ‘Annual
Report’.

Due to this is the first time PP created the annual report,
projectdeveloper has promised to distribute this version of
‘Annual Report’ after the performance certification and
providethe ‘Annual Report’ annuallysince 2021.

OK

Most recent ‘Certification

Report’

This is the first performance certification, so the most

recent ‘Certification Report’ was the initial vertification
report/®® which was published on 23/11/2015.

OK

(8)

Updated

Participants &
Titles’
changes)

‘Project
Secured
case of

(in any

Due to this performance certification includes new areas
certification, so the informatin of Project Participants &
Secured Titles for the new areas are provided.

For the initial project area in Zhaogensumogacha,
Zhaogensumogacha Collective have authorized Roots &
Shoots the right to deal with anything regarding carbon
credit rights of this project. And Roots & and Shoots has
signed the carbon credit purchase agreement with Climate
Bridge to authorize whom the user rights of the carbon
credits generated from the initial afforestation projectin
Zhaogensumogacha during the crediting period which has
been verified in the initial vertification report/* and this
part was not changed.

While for the new added areas, via checking the
Certification of land ownership and carbon credit
endorsement/c%/, it is confirmed village committees
represent all the villagers have signed a document to

authorize Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. as the project

OK
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developer to deal with anything regarding carbon credit
rights of this project which has been addressed in all the
related files.

Furthermore, the updated ‘Cover Letter’// and ‘Terms &
Conditions’/™ has been submitted with signatures to
reflect the changes due to the new areas.

SECTION E. Internal quality control

Before the submission of the final verification report a technical review of the whole verification
procedure was carried out. The technical reviewers are competent GHG auditors being appointed for
the scope this project falls under. The technical reviewers are not considered to be part of the
verification team and thus notinvolved in the decision making process up to the technical review.

As aresultof the technical review process the verification opinion and the topicspecificassessments
as prepared by the verification team leader may have been confirmed or revised. Furthermore
reportingimprovements might have beenachieved.

After the successful technical review an overall (esp. procedural) assessment of the complete
verificationhas been carriedout by aseniorassessorlocatedin the accredited premises of TUV NORD.

Afterthis stepthe submissionforrequesting forissuance is conducted.
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SECTIONF. Verification opinion

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. has commissionedthe TUV NORD JI/CDM Certification Program to carry
outthe Gold Standard (GS) 1% periodic performance certification and the New Area Certification of the
project “Afforestation Project in Tongliao, Inner Mongolia”, with regard to the relevant GS
Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements for GS project activities. The project created carbon
sinks by afforestation of barren or degraded lands, which would continue to remain barren or
degradedinthe absence of the project activity, by direct planting native trees (China fir, Masson pine
and Pinus yunnanensis) in planting areas of 1,370.96 ha. The project not only sequester carbon through
biomass growth but also provide native habitat for native species and provide employment for local
workersinthe adjoining forest managementactivities. This performane certification covers the period
from 11/04/2014 to31/12/2020 (Includingboth days).

As a result of this verification, the verifier confirms that:

e theinitial plantingareaof the project has beenimplemented and operated as per the validated
files;

e thenewareas are certified as eligible to be added into the original certififed project;

e the monitoring records and other supporting documents provided are complete and verifiable
and inaccordance with the applicable GS Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements;

e the monitoring is in place as per the applied GS Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R)
Requirements;

e the monitoring of SD parametersistransparentand adequate.
e theprojectdidnot resultin negative social, environmental and/or economicimpacts.

e the projectcontributed to Sustainable Development

TUV NORD JI/CDM CP further confirms that the project has achieved GHG removeal and carbon sinks
inthe above mentioned reporting period as follows:

Performance Period: 11/04/2014 to 31/12/2020

CO,-Fixdations 11,587 tCO,e
Gold Standard Compliance Buffer 2,318 tCO,e
Issued CO,-certificates (GS VERs) 9,269 tCO,e

Amongthis performance period, the vintage GS VERs as follows:

Year CO,-Fixdations Gold Standard | GS VERs(tCO,e)
(tCO.e) Compliance
Buffer(tCO,e)

11/04/2014-25/08/2015 -394 0 0
26/08/2015-25/08/2016 -2,828 0 0
26/08/2016-25/08/2017 916° 0 0
26/08/2017-25/08/2018 2,039 0 0
26/08/2018-25/08/2019 4,485 844 3,374
26/08/2019-31/12/2020 7,368 1,474 5,894

5 Due to the Baseline Removal Valueis 3,512 tCO2e, sosincethe year 2019, the projectcan generate Net Positive
GHG removals, hence, until year 2018, both the buffer and GS VER values are0.
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SECTION G. Certification statement
As a duly accredited VVB, TUV NORD CERT confirms that the project

“Afforestation Projectin Tongliao, Inner Mongolia”

registered under
GS-No.: 3031

has achieved GHG removeal and carbon sinks in accordance with all applicable GS
Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements for registered GS project activities during the current
performance period

MP-No.: 1t
from: 11/04/2014
to: 31/12/2020

(including both days) as follows:

CO,-Fixdations 11,587 tCO,e
Gold Standard Compliance Buffer 2,318 tCO,e
Issued CO,-certificates (GS VERs) 9,269 tCO,e

Amongthis performance period, the vintage GS VERs as follows:

Year CO,-Fixdations Gold Standard | GS VERs(tCO,e)
(tCO.e) Compliance
Buffer(tCO,e)
11/04/2014-25/08/2015 -394 0 0
26/08/2015-25/08/2016 -2,828 0 0
26/08/2016-25/08/2017 916° 0 0
26/08/2017-25/08/2018 2,039 0 0
26/08/2018-25/08/2019 4,485 844 3,374
26/08/2019-31/12/2020 7,368 1,474 5,894
Beijing, 2021-06-25 Hannover, 2021-06-25
o .
Fromer, AT 4,6
< Lles
Zhao Xuejiao Alexandra Nuske
TUV NORD JI/CDMCP TUV NORD JI/CDMCP
Validation Team Leader Final Approval

6 Due to the BaselineRemoval Valueis 3,512 tCOe, so sincethe year 2019, the projectcan generate Net Positive
GHG removals, hence, until year 2018, both the buffer and GS VER values are0.
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Appendix 1.

Abbreviations

Abbreviations

Full texts

ARR

GS Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirement

CA Corrective Action / Clarification Action
CAR Corrective Action Request

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

co, Carbondioxide

CO,¢q Carbon dioxide equivalent

DverR Draft Verification Report

EIA EnvironmentImpact Assessment

ER Emission Reduction

FAR Forward Action Request

GHG Greenhouse gas(es)

GS Gold Standard

IGM Input & Grievance Mechanism

ILO International Labor Organization

ISO International Standardization Organization
mMP Monitoring Plan

MR Monitoring Report

NIR New Information Request

OFI Opportunity forImprovement

PA Project Activity

PDD Project Desigh Document

PDR Preliminary Design Report

PP Project Participant

QA/QC Quality Assurance / Quality Control

SD Sustainability Development

SDI Sustainability Development Indicator
SDM SD Matrix

UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
VER Voluntary Emission Reduction

VVB Validation and Verification Body

90
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Appendix 2. Competence of team members and technical
reviewers
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Appendix 3.

Documents reviewed or referenced

No. Author Title References to the document Provider
1. GS Annex C/ANC/ Annex C of LUF  Activity | GS
Requirements

2. Horgqin Zuoyihouqi Approval of Approval of Planting Design Report | Project
Development and PDR/APDR/ dated on 04/03/2016 developer
Reform Commission

3. Local Forest and Grass Baselinesurvey | Baseline survey reports for new | Project
Bureau and Million Tree | reports/BSR/ areas issued by Local Forest and | developer
Project Program Grass Bureau dated in Dec 2015.
investigationteam Baseline survey report for initial

areas issued by Million Tree Project
Programinvestigation team dated in
Sep. 2013.

4, Shanghai Market Business Business License of Climate Bridge | Project
Supervision License/8/ (Shanghai) Ltd. developer
Administration

5. Project developer CO;,-Fixation CO;-Fixation Calulation Sheet for this | Project
Calulation performance period including both | developer
Sheet/CFCcs/ initialand new areas

6. Project developer ‘Cover Signed ‘Cover Letter’ dated | Project
Letter’/ct/ 25/02/2021 developer

7. Project developer Certification of | Certification of land ownership and | Project
land carbon creditendorsement developer
ownership/cto/

8. Project developer Chemical Chemical pesticides use agreement Project
pesticides use developer
agreement/CPUA/

9. | Shanghai Market | Certificate  of | Certificate of registration of | Project
Supervision registration/® | Shanghai Roots & Shoots developer
Administration

10. | Project developer Estimated CO2- | Estimated CO»-Fixation Calulation | Project
Fixation Sheet for the crediting period | developer
Calulation includingbothinitialand newareas
Sheet /ECFCS/

11. | Project developer Emails of Emails of invitation for LSC process Project
invitation/t/ developer

12. | Monitoring team and [ Ecological Annual Ecological survey data sheet | Project
local forest and grass | survey data since2016to 2020 developer
bureau sheet/EsDS/

13. | SustainCert Emails of Pre-approved for same VVB and | Project
approval of verifier by checking the email | developer
same VVB/BY/ negotiation between the PP and

SustainCertdated on 24/02/2021

14. | Food and Agriculture FAQ/FAO/ Forest definitionissued by FAO Public website
Organization http://www.fao.org/3/x6896e/x689

6e0e.htm

15. | Project developer and Forest Forest management manual for | Project
local forestand grass management project developer
bureau manual/fMM/

16. | Forestrangers Forest Daily Forest Patrolling Log issued by | Project
Patrolling forest rangers developer
Log/™Y/
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No. Author Title References to the document Provider
17. | Forest Stewardship FSC Pesticides FSC Pesticides Policy Project
Council (FSC) Policy/FPP/ developer
18. | China Economic Inspectionand Inspectionand acceptancereportfor | Project
International acceptance the new area’s planting developer
Engineering Consulting | report/AR/
Group Co., Ltd.
19. | Project developer LSC record/ts¢/ LSC record for initial certification of | Project
previous areas including: developer
1. The copy of LSC attendance’s
listwith signature;
2.  The copy of all filled evaluation
forms by attendance in LSC
3. The pictures from physical
meeting
4. Questionnaire of Sustainable
Development Assessment of
the stakeholders
20. | Project developer LSC record for LSC record for new areas | Project
New areas/'5¢/ | certificationincluding: developer
1. The copy of LSC attendance’s
listwith signature;
2. The copy of all filled evaluation
forms by 10 attendances in LSC
3. The pictures from physical
meeting
4. Questionnaire of Sustainable
Development Assessment of
the stakeholders
21. | Project developer Map of project | Map of project area Project
area/MAP/ developer
22. | Monitoringteam and Monitoring Sampling plots inventory issued by | Project
project developer survey monitoring team conducted the | developer
records/MsR/ survey in Dec 2020
23. | Project developer, local | Planting Planting agreement signed between | Project
afforestation company agreement/PA/ the project developer, local | developer
andlocal villagers afforestation company and local
villagers
24. | Local Forestand Grass Photos Photos catched by the cameras | Project
Bureau catched’”%/ installedin the project area developer
25. | HorginZuoyihou Banner | Planting Design | Planting Design Report of the new | Project
Forestry Investigation, | Report of the | areadated inOctober 2015 developer
Planning and Design | new area/PPR/
Team
26. | Project developer Questionnaires | Questionnaires during monitoring | Project
/QUE/ survey developer
27. | Project developer Record of | Record of meetings and activities | Project
meetings and | organized for local residents related | developer
activities/RMA/ to the planting project
28. | Google Earth Satellite Satellite images taken by Google | Project
images/s/ Earth in 2004, 2006,2014 and 2016 | developer
29. | Project developer Shapefiles/sf/ Shapefiles of project area and | Project
planting area for MU1, MU2 and | developer
MU3 and project boundary
MU 1.cpg
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No. Author Title References to the document Provider
MU 1.dbf
MU 1.prj
MU 1.gpj
MU 1.shp
MU 1.shx
MU 2.cpg
MU 2.dbf
MU 2.prj
MU 2.gpj
MU 2.shp
MU 2.shx
MU 3.cpg
MU 3.dbf
MU 3.prj
MU 3.gpj
MU 3.shp
MU 3.shx
Project Boundary.cpg
Project Boundary.dbf
Project Boundary.prj
Project Boundary.gpj
Project Boundary.shp
Project Boundary.shx
30. | Project developer and | Sapling Sapling Purchase Contract for tree | Project
local Nursery Stock | Purchase speciesinboth initialareas and new | developer
Professional Contract/sP¢/ areas
Cooperative
31. | Project developer Terms & Signed ‘Terms & Conditions’ dated | Project
Conditions’/™ | 28/03/2021 developer
32. | Project developer and Technial Technial Training Record during this | Project
Local Forest and Grass Training performance period developer
Bureau Record/™®/
33, | Project developer Working Working agreements signed | Project
agreements’~ | between all individual workers and | developer
project developer
34. | GS Gold Standard | Gold Standard A/R Requirements | GS Website
ARR /ARR/ v0.9
35. | TUV NORD JI/ CDM CP Manual/€"™/ | TOV NORD JI/ CDM CP Manual (incl. | TUV NORD JI/
Certification Program CP procedures and forms) CbM
Certification
Program
36. | Chinese Journal of | Desertification | Desertification and Ecological | Public website
Ecology — Jiang Deming | and Ecological | Restoration of Horgin Sandy Land
etc. Restoration
/DERK/
37. | PP Do-No-Harm Do-No-Harm Assessment during the | GS website
Assessment- initial certification/ONHIY
Initial/PNAHC/
38. | National Government of | Forest Forest Conservation Act of China Public website
China Conservation http://www.gov.cn/ziliao/flfg/2005-
Act/FeA/ 09/27/content_70626.htm
39. | Gold Standard Guidelines for | Gold Standard A/R Guidelines for | GS website
IGM/GIGM/ Input & Grievance Mechanism
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No. Author Title References to the document Provider
40. | Gold Standard Guidelines for Gold Standard A/R Guidelines for | GS website
Lsc/eLsc/ Local Stakeholder Consultation (LSC)
41. | Gold Standard Gold Standard Gold Standard Principles GS website
Principles /65%/
42. | TUV NORD Initial Initial certification report for the | GS website
certification Project “Afforestation Project in
report/?/ Tongliao, Inner Mongolia”, version 2
dated 23/11/2015
43, | SustainCert Deviation ‘Deviation Request form’ approved | Project
Request by SustainCert on 30/09/2020 for | developer
form/PRF/ extension the submission deadline
44, | 1LO |LO/1Lo/ ILO Forced Labour Convention Public website
45. | Intergovernmental IPCC Guidelines | ¢ 1996 |IPCC Guidelines for | www.ipcc-
Panel on Climate Change | /P¢¢/ National  Greenhouse  Gas | nggip.iges.or.jp
Inventories: work book
e 2006 IPCC Guidelines for
National  Greenhouse Gas
Inventories: work book
46. | I1SO ISO 14064-3/50/ | Greenhouse gases -- Part 3:| Publicwebsite
Specification with guidance for the
validation and verification of
greenhouse gas assertions as of May
2012
47. | UNFCCC Kyoto Kyoto Protocol (1997) UNFCCC
Protocol/kP/
48. | PP Key project Key project information during the | GS website
information- initial certification
Initial/XPHd
49. | Gold Standard Land Use & Gold Standard Foundation Land Use | GS website
Forests & Forests Framework, version 1.0
Framework/tUFF/
50. | China National Labor laws/Y/ Labor Law of the People’s Republic | Public website
Government of China
51. | UNFCCC Marrakesh — Decision 3/CMP. 1 (Marrakesh — | UNFCCC
Accords/MA/ Accords)
52. | On-siteVerification Photographs of | Photographs of project areas, | On-site
Team Project Site™7/ | plantings areas, fences installed, | Verification
tree species insampleplots, etc. Team
53. | BeijingUniversity, Researchon the | Research on the Assessment of | Public website
Beijing Shanshui Natural | Assessment of | Qinghai Forest Carbon Sink and
Protection Center, Qinghai Forest | Development Planning of Priority
Qinghai Forest [RAF/ Region. December 2013.
Investigation Institute
54. | JOURNAL OF DESERT Report of Report of Analysis on the Causes of | Public website
RESEARCH Analysis/RAT/ Forest Dryness in Tongliao City
55. | Ll Yu-giang, etc Report of Study on the Dynamics of Biomass, | Public website
Biomass, Calorific Value and Energy of the
Calorific Psamophyte Communities during
Value/RBY/ Desertification. Arid Zone Research,
2005, 22 (3)
56. | Journals References of References of Environmental Public website

Environmental
Indicator/REV

Indicator Justification
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No.

Author

Title

References to the document

Provider

1. TAI lJicheng, LIU Tao, FU Yanqiu
etc. Analysis and Evaluation on
Status of Air Quality within the
Last Three Years in Tongliao
City. [J)] Journal of Inner
Mongolia University of
Nationalities. Vol. 28 No.6 Nov.
2013

2. YANG Xiaohui, ZHONG lJianhua,
HUO Fenglan, etc. Utilization
status and analysis of Tongliao’s
Water Resources. [J]] Inner
Mongolia Irrigation. November
2011 1ssuel34.

3. SI Qin, FANG Hong, JIANG
Dongkai. On the water pollution
in Tongliao. [J] Technology and
Economics of Inner Mongolia.
No. 14,2014

4. FAN Fu, ZHANG Yongliang, Ll
Zhigang, etc. Characteristics of
the natural grassland soil in
Tongliao and Improvement
Measures. [J]] Symposium of
China Grassland Society 2000.

5. LIN Ruilan, Analysis to the
Environmental Influence and
Prevention Measures of
Ecological Construction in
Kubugi Forest. [J] Central South
Forest Inventory and Plannning,
May 2013, Vol.32 No.2.

6. World Bank. 2012. China -
Hunan Forest Restoration and
Development Project.
Washington D.C.: The World
Bank.

57.

World Bank

References of
Economic &
Technical
Development
Indicator /RETDY

References of Economic & Technical
Development Indicator Justification
World Bank. 2012. China — Hunan
Forest Restoration and Development
Project: indigenous people plan:
Social Assessment Report.
Washington D.C.: The World Bank.

Public website

58.

Chinese Agricultural
Science Bulletin

Report of
Growth Law/RGL/

Zhou Zhongcheng, Wang Ruiwen,
Zhang Xinghu, et al.The Growth Law
of Volume of Different Poplar
Varieties[J]. Chinese Agricultural
Science Bulletin, 2018,34(33):61-66.

Public website

59.

Forestry and Ecological
Sciences

Report of
growth
regularity of
Pinus/RGP/

Zhang lJiandong, Jiang Lingling, Xu
Zhonggi, et al. Study on growth
regularity of Pinus sylvestris Var.
mongolica in Saihanba areall].

Public website
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No.

Author

Title

References to the document

Provider

Forestry and Ecological Sciences,
2019,34(2):135-140.

60.

FAO

Report of
Populus/RP/

Report of Populus simonii in North
China is a work from FAO’s
GCP/CPR/009/BEL project which was
conducted in the same city of this
project

Public website

61.

Inner Mongolia Forestry
Investigation and Design

Report of Pinus
sylvestris/RPS/

Zhao yue, Li aiguo, Yang xingmin,
etal. Afforestation technology and
economic benefit analysis of Pinus
sylvestris commercial timber forest
in Horgin sandy land [J]. Inner
Mongolia Forestry Investigation and
Design, 2015,038(003):59-61.

Public website

62.

Forest Resources

Management

Report of
Volume Table

of Scotch Pine
JRVP/

Xu Qing, Li Xiaosha, Xu Zhongqi, etal.
Study on the Volume Table of Scotch
Pine in Saihanba Aera[l]. Forest
Resources Management, 2017,
000(001):57-62

Public website

63.

Journals and Studies

References of
Social

Development
Indicator/RspY

References of Social Development

Indicator Justification

1. KE Shuifa, LI Zhou, ZHENG Yan,
etc. Analysis of the Influence on
Employment of Afforestation in
China. Agricultural Economics.
Issue3, 2010.

2. HUANG Yinli, YU Peiyan, LI Aigin,
etc. Analysis of Expected
Influence on Employment of
CDM Afforestation and
Reforestation Project: An
Research Based on Heilongjiang
Province. Ecological Economics.
Issue2, 2012

3. YE Jingzhong, CHENG Tianshu,
YANG Zhao, etc. Social
Economical Analysis on
Afforestation and Sand-Control
Project Design. [J] Soft Science
of China.lIssue8, 2005.

4. UANG Chuan. The Relationship
between Villagers’ self-
organized = Committee and
Forest Restoration and
Protection. [J]] Forestry and
Society, Issue13, 2005.

Public website

64.

SustainCert

SustainCert
approved
Annual
Report/SCAAR/

Email of SustainCert approved
Annual Report once for last5 years
from 2016 to 2020.

Project
developer

65.

PP

Sustainability
Monitoring
Plan-initial
/SMP-IC/

Sustainability = Monitoring  Plan

duringinitial certification

GS website
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No. Author Title References to the document Provider
66. | GS website Templates/™/ | Gold Standard GS website
Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R)
all templates
2.1 - Template — Key Project
Information
3.1 - Template — Do-No-Harm
Assessment
3.2 — Template — Local
Stakeholder Consultation
3.3- Template-List-of-Inputs-
Grievances
3.5 — Template — Cover Letter
3.5 - Template — Project
Participantsand Secured Titles
3.5 — Template — Sustainability
Monitoring Plan
3.5 - Template — Terms and
Conditions (LUF)
3.6 — Template — Risk Register
4.1 — Template — Additionality
5.1 — Template — Applicability
5.4 — Template — Other Emissions
5.5 — Template — Baseline
5.6 — Template — Leakage
5.7 — Template — CO,-Fixation
6.1 — Template — Carbon
Performance
7.2 - Template - Annual Report
67. | TUV NORD Validation Validation Report for GS project | Gold Standard
Report/VAL/ “Afforestation Project in Tongliao,
Inner Mongolia” Rev No. 2,
23/11/2015
68. | Gold Standard Gold http://www.goldstandard.org/ Website
Organization Standard/ss/
69. | IPCC IPCC Www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp Website
publications/P<
70. | State Administrationof | National http://www.gsxt.gov.cn/ Website
Market Supervisionand | Enterprise
Administration Credit
Information
Publicity
System/nec/
71. | Horgin Left BackBanner | Public http://www.hougi.gov.cn/ Website
Government information of
the Horgin Left
Back Banner /Pi/
72. | Tongliao Government Tongliao http://www.tongliao.gov.cn/ Website
Governmental
website/ts/
73. | UNDP UNDP https://www.undp.org/ Website
websitefundp/
74. | UNFCCC UNFCCC/unfece/ http://cdm.unfccc.int Website
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No. Author Title References to the document Provider
75. | VCS VCS/hes/ http://www.v-c-s.org/ Website
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Appendix 4. New Information Requests, corrective action
requests, Opportunity for Improvements and
forward action requests

Table 1. Remaining FAR from Initial Certification

FAR ID | N/A | sectionno. | - | Date:
Description of FAR

Project participant response (15t round) | Date:

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

L] Changesinthe template Section(s): New version No.:
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
[l Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date:

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)

Tick the appropriate checkbox O Thefin ding is closed

Table 2. NIR from this Performance Certification and New Area Cerrification
NIR ID | 01 | sectionno. | 2.1-1.(a) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR
Insection1 (a) of 2.1 Key Project Infromation,

1. ifany changes to the Initial certification part or if the registered project was implemented as per the
initial designis notclarified.

2. why the new area can be added into the registered projectis notclarified, and related evidence need
to be provided and described.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The information has been updated in section 1 (a) of 2.1 Key Project Information and related evidence has
been provided.

1. Accordingto field visit,the 190 hectares of the initial forestarea have been implemented as planed
andthere is nochange compared with the initial design.
2. In 2016, 1,180.96 hectares of native tree species (pinus sylvestris and poplar) were planted in

Nugusitaigacha, Horqin Left Rear Banner of Tongliao City,and Nugusitaigacha collective has signed a

document to authorize Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. as the project owner to deal with anything

regarding carbon creditrights of this project. According to Afforestati on/Reforestation Requirements

(Version 0.9), new areas can be added to an existing projectarea after its initial certification.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1.(a) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

1. The revisedfileis checked,itis confirmed thatinthe initial certification/?, the project was implemented
since 2014 by planting native species with mainly Poplar on the degraded lands of 190 ha in
Zhaogensumogacha Village, Tongliao City, Inner Mongolia, China. And via siteinspection, itis verified that
the 190 hectares of the initial forest area have been implemented as planed and there is no change
compared with the initial design for 190 ha.

2. Therevised fileis checked, itis confirmed that after initial cerficiation approved by GS, another 1,180.96
hectares of nativetree species (pinus sylvestris and poplar) were planted in2016 whichis added into the
projectby usingthe new areas certification process together with the performance certification of initial
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approved project. In line with the Afforestation/Reforestation Requirements (Version 0.9)/ARR/ it is
confirmed that new areas can be added into an existing project area after its initial certification,and via
checking the Certification of land ownership and carbon credit endorsement/c:%/, it is confirmed village
committees represent all the villagers have signed a document to authorize Climate Bridge (Shanghai)
Ltd. as the projectdeveloper to deal with anythingregarding carbon creditrights of this project, thus due
to the initial certification was also developed by Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd., thus the new areas are
added into the initial certified projectand during this performance period from 11/04/2014-31/12/2020,
the project area has reached 1,370.96 hectares since 2016 which is verified as in line with the
Afforestation/Reforestation Requirements (Version 0.9)/ARR/,

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID | 02 | sectionno. |2.1-1.(a) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 1. (a) of Key Project Infromation, the actual status of the project’s impact during this monitoring
period need to be clarified.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The actual status of the project’s impact during this monitoring period has been updated in section 1. (a) of
Key ProjectInformation.

Accordingto field visit, during this monitoring period, the forest coverage, carbon sinkand biodiversity in the
project area increased significantly, and the sand dunes around the project area were stablized. Also, the
project provided training on land preparation, tree planting and forest management for local villagers, and
provided them with job opportunities.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1.(a) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of the project’s impact during this
monitoring period has been updated in section 1. (a) of Key ProjectInformation.

Via siteinspection of the project implementation/PH7, itis confirmed that the description of project activity is
actual and the area sizeis changed since the Initial Certification due to new areas added, thus this partis
updated and verified as inlinewith the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID [ 03 | section no. | 2.1-1.(b) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 1. (b) of Key Project Infromation, the land ownership and project ownership for both old and new
areas arenot clarified clearly.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The land ownership and project ownershipinsection 1. (b) of Key Project Information have been updated.
The initial projectarea in Zhaogensumogacha belongs to Zhaogensumogacha Collective and the new area in
Nugusitaigacha belongs to Nugusitaigacha Collective.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(b) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
[l oOther /CLO/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of the project’s impact during this
monitoring period has been updated insection 1. (b) of Key Project Information.

Via checking the Initial Certification Report/°® and Certification of land ownership and carbon credit
endorsement/c%/, itis confirmed thatthe all the projectland belongs to the local communites, while the initial
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project area in Zhaogensumogacha belongs to Zhaogensumogacha Collective and the new area in
Nugusitaigacha belongs to Nugusitaigacha Collective.

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is projectdeveloper who is authorized by village committees represent all the
villagers as confirmed in the Certification of land ownership and carbon credit endorsement/cL%. Climate
Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is the largestdeveloper and dealer of VER projects in China who is confirmed with the
good experience of forest project development and carbontrading.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID [ 04 | section no. | 2.1-1.(b) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 1. (b) of Key ProjectInfromation, the responsibility of Shanghai Roots & Shootfor the initial certified
areas is notclarified.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The responsibility of Shanghai Roots & Shoot for the initial certified areas have been updated insection 1. (b)
of Key ProjectInformation.

Roots & Shoots provided planting funds for the initial afforestation activity in Zhaogensumagacha, and
unthorized Climate Bridge the user rights of the carbon credits generated from the project. Also, Roots &
Shoots has been working with Climate Bridge and villagers of Zhaogensumogacha together to support the
followingimplemenation and monitoring of the project during the pastyears, including forest maintenance,
sample monitoring, biodiversity survey and community education.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(b) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of the project’s impact during this
monitoring period has been updated in section 1. (b) of Key Project Information.

Shanghai Roots & Shoots provided planting funds for the initial afforestation activity in Zhaogensumagacha,
and unthorized Climate Bridge the user rights of the carbon credits generated from the project as verified in
the initial certification report/?, Then the intial project has been registered as a GS A/R project (G$3101) in
November 2015, following which, ShanghaiRoots & Shoots has been working with Climate Bridgeand villagers
of Zhaogensumogacha together to support the followingimplemenation and monitoring of the 190ha initial
area of project during the pastyears, including forest maintenance, sample monitoring, biodiversity survey
and community education which has been verified by site visit and interview with the representatives from
Climate Bridge/''/ and Shanghai Roots & Shoots/#/.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID [ 05 | section no. | 2.1-1.(f) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 2.1-1.(f) of Key Project Infromation,

1. Due to there are new areas added, itis a change to the project area comparingwith initial cerrificaiton,
sothe related information need to be clarified.

2. Thereisnoanyactual description related to this monitorng period.

3. Any other changes created from narural riskslikefire, pest, frost etc which may inpactthe trees are not
analyzed.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

1. Possiblechanges of the control andrights over theland will happenifa)thegovernment orders to change
the use of land for legitimate reasons; b) the village residents collectively decide to change their minds
and dishonor the agreement signed. Such situations arerare and unlikely to happen since the village
collectives havesigned the agreements to participatethe afforesttion project and the local government
is very supportive of this project. Therefore the potential risk should bevery low.
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2. During this monitoring period, the Nugustaigacha project area (1180.96 hectares) was added to this
project (GS ID: GS3031), and no negative impact to the project occurred.

3. Accordingto the Forest Conservation Act of China, local government will setthe fireproofingperiod when
using fireis forbidden in the open air; and once a fire disaster occurs, the local government should be
responsible for relevant rescuing immediately. The chemical pesticides are allowed to be used only if
there is a serious pestproblem erupted inthe project area, and the pesticides will beused inaccordance
with the National Pesticides Policy. Duringthis monitoring period, no natural risk occurred, such as fire,
pest and frost.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(f) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
XI  other: /LSCN/, /FPL/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of the project’s impact during this
monitoring period has been updated insection 1. (f) of Key Project Information.

1. The changeto the projectarea due to new added comparingwith initial cerrificaiton has been provided.

2. The actual descriptionrelated to this monitorng period is added, it is confirmed that no negative impact
to the projectoccurred/LSCN/.

3. Other changes created from narural risks like fire, pest, frost etc which may inpact the trees have been
analyzed. Via checkingthe forest patrollinglog/FPL/,itis verified that there are no narural risk occurred
for this performance period.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID | 06 | section no. | 2.1-1.(g) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 2.1-1.(g) of Key ProjectInfromation,

1. Due to there are new areas added, itis a change to the project area comparingwith initial cerrificaiton,
sothe related information need to be clarified.

2. There isnoanyactual description related to this monitorng period.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

1. The basic situation of the Nugustaigacha project area (the new area) is the same as that of the
Zhaogensumogacha project area, so the riskis very low.

2. Duringthis monitoring period, barriers were set up around the planting area to prevent the animals from
treading and grazing, and the villagers maintainthebarriers regularly,and the preservation rate of trees
was good. So, there is norisk of change to the project activities.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1.(g) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised filehas been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of the project during this monitoring

period has been updated insection 1. (g) of Key Project Information.

1. The change to the projectarea due to new added comparingwith initial cerrificaiton has been provided.

2. The actual description related to this monitorng periodis added, via siteinspection with the projectsite,
itis confirmed thatthe barriers weresetup around the plantingarea to prevent the animals fromtreading
and grazing, there is norisk of change to the project activities.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID [ 07 | section no. | 2.1-1.(m) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR
In section 2.1-1.(m) of Key Project Infromation, the different areas for different tree species in both old and
new need to be clarified respectively.
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Project participant response (15 round) Date: 06/05/2021

The different areas for different tree species in both old and new have been updated insection2.1-1.(m) of
Key ProjectInformation.

The major tree species are poplar and pinus sylvestris, of which the area of poplaris 662.56 hectares (the
initial poplar area is 190 hectares, the new added poplar area is 472.56 hectares), and the area of pinus
sylvestris is 708.44 hectares.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(m) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
XI  oOther /PDR/, /APDR/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed thatthe actual status of the different areas for different tree
species in both old and new during this monitoring period has been updated in section 1. (m) of Key Project
Information.

Via checking the initial certification report and Planting Design Report of the new area’’°® and the approval
of Planting Design Report/APPR/, the species that have been planted in the initial area and new area are
confirmed as correctand actual.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID | 08 | section no. | 2.1-1.(n) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 2.1-1.(n) of Key Project Infromation,
1. the actual risks duringthis performanceperiodis not clarified.
2. the pictures related to new areas plantingis missing.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

1. At the beginning of the project, a few herders grazed inthe project area, therefore Roots & Shoots and
Climate Bridge has conducted the stakeholder consultation meetings with local communities and local
Forest Bureau by emphasizingthe importance of the prohibition of herdingin early phase of the planting
area. Due to long-term publicity and training, almost no herders grazed in the project area since then.
During this monitoring period, the tree preservation rate exceeds 85%. Although there was some tree
diseases and contagion in part of the planting area, the diseases have been well controlled and no
significant loss occurred. Also, the Gap between expected economic income generated from carbon
certification and what is actually received is still a potential risk due to the small size of the project,
especially for the early phase of the project lifetime when the trees haven’t grown bigenough.

2. The pictures related to new areas planting has been supplemented.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1.(n) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

1. The revised fileis checked, it is confirmed that actual risks during this performance period has been
clarified. Via site inspection and interview with local villagers and officers, it is verified that the
information of risks iscorrectand actual.

2. The revised file is checked, it is confirmed that the pictures related to new areas plantingis added

accordingly.
Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID [ 09 | section no. | 2.1-1.(0) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 2.1-1.(0) of Key Project Infromation, the actual risks duringthis MP is notspecified.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021
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Duringthis monitoring period, no environmental risk occurred, on the contrary, the water and soil conditions
inthe project area have been improved.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1.(0) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised fileis checked, it is confirmed that actual risks duringthis performance period has been clarified.
Via site inspection and interview with local villagers and officers, itis verified that the no environmental risk
occurred, and via site inspection, itis observed that the water and soil conditions in the project area have
been improved.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID | 10 | section no. | 2.1-1.(p) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 2.1-1.(o) of Key Project Infromation, the actual financial structure for both initial areas and new
areas inthis performance periodis not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

For the initial projectarea in Zhaogensumogacha, Roots & Shoots has provided the fund for planting and forest
maintenance.

For the new area in Nugusitaigacha, local Forestry Bureau has provided the fund for planting and forest
maintenance.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(p) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file is checked, itis confirmed that the actual financial structure for both initial areas and new
areas inthis performance period have been provided.

Via checking the key project information during the initial certification/*""'%, it is confirmed that Shanghai
Roots & Shoots have financed the initial area implementation of the project.

Due to the new areas added, the funds of the afforestation project have been provided by Shanghai Roots &
Shoots and Horqgin Left Back Banner Forestry Bureau in long term. And via on-site interview with
representative from Shanghai Roots & Shoots/*/ and confirmed with the representative from Forestry
Bureau/?/, it is verified that the project has been invested by Shanghai Roots & Shoots in tree planting
irrigation system construction, forest management, local villagers trainingand project monitoringactivities.

The income from the sales of CO-certificates will finance the planned forest management activities over the
remaining crediting period.

Via interview with the project developer/, itis confirmed that the financialstructureis actual and updated
sincethe Initial Certification based on theactual situation ofinvestmentand considering the new areas added,
thus the change of this partis verified as in line with the GS A/R requirements /ARR/,

Conclusion [l Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID 11 | section no. | 3.1-3 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 3 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, the actual status of transfer of control of any activities from
indigenous people and local communities to the project developer for both initial and new areas in this
performance period are not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

For the initial projectarea in Zhaogensumogacha, the Zhaogensumogacha Collective has authorized Roots &
Shoots on behalf of them for the project development, who has signed the carbon credit purchase agreement
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with Climate Bridge to authorize whom the user rights of the carbon credits generated from the initial
afforestation projectduring the credting period.

For the new areain Nugusitaigacha, the Nugusitaigacha Collective has authorized Climate Bridge as the Project
Developer to apply GS certification deal with anythingregarding carbon creditrights of this projectduringthe
crediting period.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-3 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X other: /CLO/

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised fileis checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of transfer of control of any activities from
indigenous people and local communities to the project developer for both initial and new areas in this
performance period have been provided.

Via checking the Certification ofland ownership and carbon credit endorsement’c.%/, it is confirmed that the
all the project land belongs to the village collectives, of which the initial projectland plantedin 2014 belongs
to Zhaogensumogacha, and the new project land planted in 2016 belongs to Nugsitaigacha. And village
committees represent all the local villagers transferred the control of the forest land right to project
developer.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID 12 | section no. | 3.1-8 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 8 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, how the working agreements with all individual workers
implemented duringthis performance periodis not clarified.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021
During this monitoring period, according to the working agreement, the villagers form Zhaogensumogacha
and Nugusitaigacha completed the land preparation, planting and maintenance work well. So, the working
agreements with all individual workers were well documented andimplemented.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-8 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X Other: JWA/

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file is checked, it is confirmed that the working agreements with all individual workers
implemented duringthis performance period has been provided.

Via checking the signed working agreement with all individual workers/W#, it is confirmed that the villagers
form Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha completed the land preparation, plantingand maintenance, and
the work has been defined inthe working agreement clearly.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID 13 | section no. | 3.1-17 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR
In section 17 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, actual training provided during this performance period is not
clarified.
Project participant response (15 round) Date: 06/05/2021
In 2016, Shanghai Roots & Shoots provided training on forest management and protection for 7 villagers.
In 2017, Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. and local forestry and grassland bureau provided training on
afforestation techniques for 30 villagers.
In 2019, Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. and local forestry and grassland bureau provided training on forestfire
prevention andinsectdisaster protection for 22 villagers.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)
X Changesinthe template | Section(s): 3.1-17 | New version No.: -
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Ll

ChangesinER sheet

Worksheet(s):

| New version No.:

X

Other:

JTTR/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed thatactual training provided during this performance period
has been clarified. Via checking the trainingrecord’™/, it is verified that the information is correct.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID | 14 | section no. | 3.1-18 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 18 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, actual safe protective equipment provided duringthis performance
periodis not clarified.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

During the planting period of the project, Roots & Shoots and local Forest Bureau provided necessary tools
and machinery for the workers, such as transportvehicles and tractors.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template

Section(s):3.1-18

New version No.: -

L]

ChangesinER sheet

Worksheet(s):

New version No.:

]

Other:

VVB assessment (1%t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that safe protective equipment provided during this
performance period has been clarified. Via on-siteinspection,itis verified thatthe informationis correct.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID | 15 | section no. | 3.1-19 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 19 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, the tree species of pinus sylvestrisis notanalyzed to be well-adapted
to the site.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

Related research shows that Pinus sylvestris are well-adapted to the site.

Zhao yue, Li aiguo, Yang xingmin, etal. Afforestation technology and economic benefit analysis of Pinus
sylvestris commercial timber forestin Horgin sandy land [J]. Inner Mongolia Forestry Investigation and Design,
2015,038(003):59-61.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):3.1-19 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
XI  other: /RPS/

VVB assessment (15t round)

Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that tree species of pinus sylvestris has been analyzed to be
well-adapted to the site. Via checking the Report of Pinus sylvestris’/®P%, it is verified that the information is
correct.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID 16 | section no. | 3.1-23 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

Insection 23 of Do-No-Harm Assessment,

1. the tree species of pinus sylvestrisis notanalyzed to be well-adapted to the site.

2. HCV approach followedis notspecified.

3. The percentage of project area identified and managed to protect or enhance the biological diversity is
not clarified.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021
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1. Zhao Yue's research shows that Pinus sylvestrisare well-adapted to the site.

2. Before the implementation of the project, the project area was sandy land with almost no animals and
plants, belonging to endangered ecosystems (HCV 3) as per HCV approach. Except for planting trees,
bushes and other vegetation are alsointroduced toreclaimthe desertified land.Inaddition, fences were
builtaroundthe project area to keep out grazinganimals,and special villagers were assigned to manage
forests and prevent logging.

3. Allthe project area (100% of the project area)was planted with poplar and pinus sylvestris and all of the
plantingarea has been managed to enhance the bio-diversity of the native eco-systems.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

L] Changesinthe template Section(s): New version No.:
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round)

| Date: 13/05/2021

1. The revised filehas been checked, itis confirmed that tree species of pinus sylvestris has been analyzed
to be well-adapted to the site. Via checking the Report of Pinus sylvestris/RP/, it is verified that the
informationis correct.

2. The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that HCV approach followed has been specified. The
baselinescenarioisverified as applicableto the endangered ecosystems (HCV 3) as per HCV approach.

3. The revisedfilehas been checked, itis confirmed thatpercentage of project area identified and managed
to protect or enhance the biological diversity has been clarified. Via checking the shapefiles’S/ and on-
siteinspection,itis confirmed that all the project area was planted with poplarand pinus sylvestris and
100% of the plantingarea has been managed to enhance the bio-diversity of the native eco-systems, thus
no less than 10% of the project area has been managed to protect or enhance the biological diversity of
native ecosystems accordingto the HCV approach.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID 17 | section no. | 3.1-27 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 27 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, the actual situation of fertilizer utilization of this performance
periodis not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

During this monitoring period, no fertilizers were applied.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-27 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X  oOther /FPL/

VVB assessment (1%t round)

Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual situation of fertilizer utilization of this
performance period has been provided. Via checking the Daily Forest Patrolling Log issued by forest
rangers/FPL/, itis verified thatno fertilizers were applied.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
NIR ID | 18 | section no. | 3.1-37 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 37 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, the actual situation of waste management of this performance
periodis not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

All the recyclables were collected by the farmers for proper recycling during this monitoring period.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-37 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
XI  oOther: /FPL/
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VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual situation of waste management of this
performance period has been provided. Via checking the Daily Forest Patrolling Log issued by forest
rangers/FPL/, itis verified thatall the recyclables were collected by the farmers for proper recycling.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
NIR ID | 19 | section no. | 3.1-38 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 38 of Do-No-Harm Assessment, the actual situation of measures for waste products and their
spillage of this performance periodis not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

Duringthis monitoring period, local peoplecollected all waste products found from the projectarea regularly
as they managed the forest.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-38 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
DX other: /FPL/

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual situation of waste management of this
performance period has been provided. Via checking the Daily Forest Patrolling Log issued by forest
rangers/FPL/, itis verified thatlocal peoplecollected all waste products found fromthe projectarea regularly.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)

Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed

NIR ID 20 Section | 3.2- Describeyour selection Date: 09/04/2021
no.

Description of NIR

In section Describe your selection of Local stakeholder consultation, the introduction of why the new areas
certificationis applicableto the LSC is not clarified and information of new areas is notclarified.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

Accordingto Afforestation/Reforestation Requirements (Version 0.9), new areas canbe added to anexisting
project area after its initial certification, for the new area certification the project owner shall identify the
stakeholders that are new to the projects due to its expansion. With these new stakeholders a LSC shall be
conducted.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X changesinthe template Section(s): 3.2- Describeyour selection New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X other: JLSCN/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that as per the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R)
Requirements v0.9/ARR/ for the New Area Certification the project developer shall identify the stakeholders

that are new to the projects due to its expansion. With these new stakeholders a LSC shall be conducted.

Hence, PP has carried out a LSC to new stakeholders due to the adding of new areas/'SN/whichis verified as
in compliance with the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements v0.9/ARR/,

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed

NIR ID 21 Section no. 3.2- Description of the design of | Date: 09/04/2021
the stakeholder feedback round

Description of NIR
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Insection Description of the design of the stakeholder feedback round of Local stakeholder consultation, the
details of VVB sitevisitand consultation meeting by VVB are not clarified as one of stakeholder feedback
round.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The VVB auditors took a site visitof the project from 23/03/2021to 26/03/2021, they spent three and a half
days to visitthe planted area for detailed project information, and took a gathered interview with the
representatives duringthe on-sitestakeholder meeting on 23/03/2021.

Through face-to-face interviews with stakeholders, itwas confirmed that no commnets were received during
this monitoring period from 11/04/2014 to 31/12/2020.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

Section(s): 3.2- Description of the design of

New version No.: -
the stakeholder feedback round wverst

X Changesinthe template

L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X oOther: /LSCN/
VVB assessment (1%t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the information of VVB sitevisitand interview with | ocal
stakeholders has been added and is verified as correct and actual. Based on the stakeholder feedback
round/N/ a5 provided in the file, there were no commnets received during this performance period.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding re mains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed

NIR ID | 22 | section no. | 4.1- Type of Certification | Date: 09/04/2021
Description of NIR

In section Type of Certification of Additionality, which choice is selected for new areas for demonstration of
additionalityisnotclarified as per the Gold Standard A/R Requirements v0.9.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

According to Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements (Version 0.9), for new area certification, the
option “(b) Repeat the ilnitial cCertification process, but only with regard to the new areas, not the entire

project” is selected to assess the additionality. As per the Initial Certification process, “Option2 - - Positive

List"is used to demonstrate the additionality of the new area (Nugusitaigacha projectarea).

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 4.1- Type of Certification New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the demonstration is choicehas beenadded andinline
with the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements (Version0.9).

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefin ding is closed

NIR ID 23 | section no. [ 5.1 | Date: 09/04/2021
Description of NIR

In file of Applicability, as per the Gold Standard A/R Requirements v0.9, “for the New Area Certification the
project developer shall update the existing filled---in template ‘Applicability’ with the information from the
new areas added. The new information shall be clearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour”,
however, the applicabilityis not focus on the information from the new areas added with a different colour,
clarificationis requested for the whole fileof 5.1.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

According to A/R Requirements v0.9, the information of new area has been updated in template
‘Applicability’, and clearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 5.1 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
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L] Other: |

VVB assessment (1% round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the information of new area has been updated in
template ‘Applicability’, and clearly distinguishable by the use of a different colour.

[ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox

NIR ID | 24 | sectionno. | 5.7-6 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of NIR

In section 6 of CO»-Fixation, how to calculate the No. of sample plots and how to calculate the error is not
clarified.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The number of sampleplots and the error are calculated based on “Calculation of the number of sampleplots
for measurements within A/R CDM project Activities” (Version 02.1.0). Totally 13 sample plots were set up in
the project, withan error of 9.63%, and there are 4,4 and 5 sampleplotsinMU1, MU2 and MU3 respectively.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):5.7-6 New version No.: -

X ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:

L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the calculation result has been adde. And the calculation
process has been added into the ‘MU Report-CO,-Fixation Calulation’/<F/,

A total of 13 sampleplots were set up inthe project, with anerror of 9.63%. And there are 4,4 and5 sample
plots in MU1, MU2 and MU3 respectively whichis calculated in line with the tool of “Calculation of the number
of sampleplots for measurements within A/R CDM project Activities” (Version 02.1.0)".

Via checking the ‘MU Report-CO»-Fixation Calulation’/cF¢/ by creating a spreadsheet with the calculations, it
is verified that the samplesizeand CO,-fixationvalues’ calculationis correctandinlinewith the applied tool
andinitial certified calculation method.

[ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox

Table 3. CAR from this Performance Certification

CAR ID 01 Section no. 2.1 -title Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Intitle of 2.1 Key Project Infromation, the type of certificationis notselected correctly, Initial and Annual are
not applicabletothe project’s actual status.

Project participant response (15 round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The type of certification has been updated in project title of 2.1 Key Project Infromation, “Performance
Certification“and “New Area Certification“were selected.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template

Section(s): 2.1-title

New version No.: -

L] ChangesinER sheet

Worksheet(s):

New version No.:

L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round)

| Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that only
Certification“were selected whichis verified as correctand actual.

“Performance Certification” and “New Area

Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox

] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

CAR ID [ 02

| Section no. | 2.1-1 (a)

| Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Insection 1.(a) of Key ProjectInfromation, the projectlocation of the new areas is not provided.
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Project participant response (15 round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The project location of the new areas havebeen updated insection 1.(a) of Key ProjectInfromation.
In2016,1,180.96 hectares of native tree species (pinus sylvestris and poplar) were planted in Nugusitaigacha,
Horgin Left Rear Banner of Tongliao City.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1(a) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X Other: /MAP/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revisedfile has been checked, it is confirmed that the project location of new areas is provided.

The new area of projectis located in Nugusitaigacha, Horgin Left Back Banner, Tongliao Municipality, Inner
Mongolia, China.

geographical coordinates of the new project area (Nugusitaigacha) are between 122°20.51' and 122°24.75'
eastlongitudeand between 43°23.46'and 43°27.70' north latitude.

Via site inspection and measuring location with the GPS devices by audit team comparing with the map of
project area/MAP/, itis confirmed that the location of project new areais actual.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID [ 03 | section no. | 2.1-1 (b) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In section 1. (b) of Key Project Infromation, the responsibility of Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd to this project
activityis notprovided.

Project participant response (15 round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The responsibility of Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. has been updated in section 1. (b) of Key Project
Infromation.

For the initial afforestation activity in Zhaogensumogacha, Climate Bridge has signed the carbon credit
purchaseagreement with Roots & Shoots to sell the credits issued fromthe project on behalf of them. As the
Project Developer, Climate Bridge has also conducted the stakeholder consultation with the villagers of
Nugusitaigacha Collective who are willings to be included in the project by inclusion of the new area of the
afforestationin Nugusitaigachaplantedin April 2016.

ClimateBridge is responsible for the GS certification and monitoringactivities of the project during the whole
crediting period. With the support of Shoots & Roots and local Village Collectives, Climate Bridge has
completed the sample monitoring of the forestry inventory, biodiversity survey and the local community
survey of the initial projectarea and thenewly included area in December 2020 for the firstmonitoring period
from 11/04/2014to0 31/12/2020.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):2.1-1(b) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X other: /CLO/

VVB assessment (1%t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the responsibility of Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd to
this projectactivity has been provided.

Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is projectdeveloper who is authorized by village committees represent all the
villagers as confirmed in the Certification of land ownership and carbon credit endorsement/°t%/, Climate
Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is the largestdeveloper and dealer of VER projects in China who is confirmed with the
good experience of forest project development and carbon trading.

Via site inspection of the project implementation’’H” and interview with the representatives from project
developer™/, it is confirmed that the project developer is Shanghai Roots & Shoots (listed in initial
certification) and Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd (for both initialand new areas) thus the change of this partis
verified as in line with the GS A/R requirements/ARR/,

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
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CAR ID | 04 | section no. | 2.1-1.(c) Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In section 1.(c) of Key Project Infromation, the clear definition of which communities are involved in the
projectis not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

Communities involved inthe project have been updated insection 1.(c) of Key Project Infromation.
The villagers from Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha who owned the use right of the project land were
allinvolvedin the project.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(c) New version No.: -

L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:

L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the clear definition of which communities are involved
in the project is provided. Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. is project developer who is authorized by village
committees represent all the villagers as confirmed in the Certification of land ownership and carbon credit
endorsement/ct%/, hence the villagers from Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigacha who owned the useright
of the project land are confirmed as communities involved in the project is deemed reasonable.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID | 05 | section no. | 2.1-1.(d) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Insection 1.(d) of Key Project Infromation,

1. the definition of project area is not clear. It mentioned that project area are Zhaogensumogacha and
Nugusitaigacha, butbelow mentioned that the plantingarea almostcovers thewhole projectarea, so the
definition of projectarea is not consistent.

2. geographical coordinates for initial and new project and plantingareas are missing.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

1. The projectislocatedinthe south of Zhaogensumogacha andinthe north of Nugusitaigacha, Horqin Left
Rear Banner. The boundaries of the initial projectarea in Zhaogensumogacha reach (East) the borders of
Xiba Village and Zhaogensumogacha, (West) borders of Zhaogensumogacha and Bianjie Village, (South)
herding land owned collectively by villageresidents,and (North) 30-year contracted farm land of village
residents. The boundaries of the newly added area in Nugusitaigacha reach (East) the borders of
derisubogacha and Nugusitaigacha, (West) the borders of shibugacha and Nugusitaigacha, (South) the
lake of Nugusitaigacha, and (North) the border of guribanemogacha.

2. The geographical coordinates of the initial projectarea (Zhaogensumogacha) are between 122°7.78' and
122°11.64' east longitude and between 43°11.80' and 43°12.75’ north latitude. The geographical
coordinates of the new project area (Nugusitaigacha) are between 122°20.51' and 122°24.75' east
longitude and between 43°23.46'and 43°27.70' north lati tude.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template

Section(s): 2.1-1.(d)

New version No.: -

L] ChangesinER sheet

Worksheet(s):

New version No.:

X Other:

/MAP/, /SF/

VVB assessment (15t round)

| Date: 13/05/2021

1. The revisedfilehas been checked, itis confirmed thatthe projectarea and plantingarea havebeen clearly
defined. Via checking the map of project area’™A?/ and shapefiles’s¥/, itis confirmed thatthe plantingarea
totally covered the project area.

2. Therevised filehas been checked, itis confirmed that the geographical coordinates of the initial project
area (Zhaogensumogacha) are between 122°7.78' and 122°11.64’ east longitude and between 43°11.80
and 43°12.75' north latitude. The geographical coordinates of the new project area (Nugusitaigacha)are
between 122°20.51' and 122°24.75' east longitude and between 43°23.46' and 43°27.70' north latitude.
Via site inspection and measuringlocation with the GPS devices by auditteam comparing with the map
of project area’™A?/ itis confirmed that the location of projectarea is actual.
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Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox

[ Additional action should be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

CAR ID | 06
Description of CAR
Insection 1. (h) of Key Project Infromation,
1. the startdate of new areais missing.

| section no. | 2.1-1.(h) | Date: 09/04/2021

2. the performance periodis missing.

3. accordingtothe GoldStandard A/R Requirements v0.9, regular cyclefor the performance certificationis
atleastevery 5 years, however, the verification started time is alreadylater than5 years after the initial
certification completed, then why the project is in line with the request of Gold Standard A/R
Requirements v0.9 is not specified.

Project participant response (15 round) | Date: 06/05/2021

1. Plantingstartdate of the new area: 18/04/2016 (Planting contracts of Nugusitaigacha);

2. The performance period: 11/04/2014t031/12/2020;

3. Due to COVID -19 outbreak and subsequent travel restrictions, the monitoring activity of the project has
to be postponed until December 2020. The Project Developer has requested a 6-month extension of the
verification deadlinein September 2020 which has been approved by GS Registry, according to which the
new deadline for verification completion is May 2021. Please refer to the ‘Deviation Request form’
approved on 30/09/2020 for details.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template

Section(s): 2.1-1.(h)

New version No.: -

L] ChangesinER sheet

Worksheet(s):

New version No.:

L] Other:

/PA/, /DRF/

VVB assessment (1%t round)

| Date: 13/05/2021

1. Therevisedfilehas beenchecked,itis confirmed thatthe startdateof new areais added whichis veririfed
as correctby checking the plantingagreement of new areas/?/.

2. Therevisedfilehas beenchecked, itis confirmed thatthe performance period:11/04/2014t031/12/2020
has been added asis actual and correct.

3. The ‘Deviation Request form’/PR¥ approved by SustainCerton 30/09/2020 has been provided by project
developer and checked, itis confirmed that the new deadlinefor verification completionis May 2021 and
the performance certification finished within the new deadline.

] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox

CAR ID | 07 | section no. | 2.1-1.(i) | Date: 09/04/2021
Description of CAR
In section 1. (i) of Key Project Infromation, initial and new number of (predicted) CO,-certificates are not
splitted.
Project participant response (15t round)
Initialand new number of (predicted) CO2-certificates havebeen splitted.
Initial projectarea in Zhaogensumogacha (11/04/2014 to 10/04/2044):106,604 tCO »;
New included projectarea in Nugusitaigacha (18/04/2016to 10/04/2044):343,102 tCO3;
The whole project area (11/04/2014 to 10/04/2044): 449,706 tCO..
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)
X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(i)
X ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): all
L] Other:
VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021
The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the initial and new number of (predicted) CO»-
certificates have been splitted. Via checking the ‘MU Report-CO>-Fixation Calulation’/F¢/ by creating a

spreadsheet with the calculations,itis confirmed thatthe values of CO,-Fixation arecorrect.

| Date: 06/05/2021

New version No.: -

New version No.: -

] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
X The finding is closed

Conclusion
Tick the appropriate checkbox
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CAR ID [ 08 | section no. | 2.1-1.(j) Date: 09/04/2021
Description of CAR

In section 1. (j) of Key Project Infromation, current situation of the project area is not provided for this
performance period.

Project participant response (15 round) Date: 06/05/2021
Current situation of the project area for this performance period has been updated in section 1. (j) of Key
Project Infromation.

Accroding to field visit, during this monitoring period, 190 hectares of poplars were planted in the
Zhaogensumogacha project area, and 1180.96 hectares of poplars and pinus sylvestris were planted in the
Nugustaigacha projectarea (the new area),and the tree preservation rate was good.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(j) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X oOther: /PDR/, /APDR/

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the current situation of the project area has been
provided.

Via checking the key project information duringthe initial certification/KP-'%, itis confirmed that the land use
history of initialareasisnotchanged whichis verified as correct.

For the new areas,the land use history has been verified by checkingthe Planting Design Report of the new
area’”™® and the approval of Planting Design Report/APPR/, The total area was severely degraded with some
semi-fixed and fixed sand dunes whichis sameto the certifiedinitialareas.

Via site inspection of the project implementation’?H” and interview with the representatives from project
developer/ includinglocalvillagers/3/ and local officers/?/,itis confirmed that there is no changeto the land-
use, includingtheproject area and tree species.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
CAR ID | 09 | Section no. | 2.1-1.(1) | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Insection 1. (1) of Key Project Infromation, the current situation of forest management relevant to the project
actitivy duringthis performance period is not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The current situation of forest management duringthis performance period has been updated insection 1. (l)
of Key ProjectInfromation.

Duringthis monitoring period, grass grids and bushes were planted among trees, fences were set around the
project area,irrigation systems were builtand areas with low survival rates were replanted. Inaddition, local
villagers carried out pest control and fire control work every year under the guidance of forestry station staff,
and monitoring team from Shanghai Roots & Shoots and Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd. monitored tree growth
and biodiversity.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 2.1-1.(1) New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X other: /PDR/, /APDR/

VVB assessment (1%t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the current situation of forest management relevant to
the project actitivy duringthis performance period has been specified.

Via checking the key project information during the initial certification/ P/ and checking the Planting Design
Report of the new area’?®? and theapproval of Planting Design Report/APPR/ itis confirmed that the there was
no forest management appliedinthe pastfor both initialand new areas whichis verified as correct.

And via siteinspection,itis confirmed thatthe grass gridsand bushes were planted among trees, fences were
set around the project area, irrigation systems were built and areas with low survival rates were replanted
and forest management achieved duringthis performance period
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Conclusion [l Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID [ 10 | section no. | 3.1-1,2 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Insection 1and 2 of Do-no-harm Assessment, itstated that the land belongs to local people, however, Infile
2.1, it states that all the project land belongs to the Zhaogensumogacha collective and Nugusitaigacha
collective, consistency need to be kept.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The land ownership of the project has been updated both insection 1 and 2 of Do-no-harm Assessment.
According to the agreement between Zhaogensumogacha and Shanghai Roots & Shoots and the agreement
between Nugustaigacha and Climate Bridge (Shanghai) Ltd.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):3.1-1,2 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the land ownership of the project has been updated
both insection1and 2 of Do-no-harm Assessment.

Via checking the information provided in the Do-No-Harm Assessmentduring the initial certification/ON*% and
on-site interview with the local officers/% and local villagers®/, it is confirmed that the sites with legal and

customary rights were well identified which has been verified by checking the Certification of land ownership
and carbon credit endorsement/t%/, itis verified that the village collectives own the lands.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X The finding is closed
CAR ID 11 | section no. [3.1-6 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In section 6 of Do-no-harm Assessment, the actual status of workers established and joined any labour
organisations duringthis performance period is notstated.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The actual status of workers established and joined anylabour organisations duringthis performance period
has been updated in section 6 of Do-no-harm Assessment.

Local people have established the Village Committe in both Zhaogensumogacha and Nugusitaigachawhich act
as the representative for locall villagers regardingall of the working issues related to each villagers during this
monitoring report.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.1-6 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the actual status of workers established and joined any
labour organisations during this performance period has been specified. Via site visit interview with the
workers, itis verified thattheland owners plantingtrees themselves and there is noanyrestriction for workers
to establishandjoinlabour organisations, and via siteinterview with the local villafers/®,itis confirmed that
workers are free to establishandjoinanylabourorganisationsas theywish.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X The finding is closed
CAR ID 12 Section no. 3.2- Discussionon Date: 09/04/2021

continuous Inputand
Grievance Mechanism

Description of CAR
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In section Discussion on continuous Input and Grievance Mechanism of Local Stakeholder Consultation, the

contact method of GSis missing.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The contact method of GS has been provided.

Gold Standard:

+41 (0) 22 788 7080

info@goldstandard.org

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

Section(s): 3.2- Discussion on continuous Input
and Grievance Mechanism

X Changesinthe template New version No.: -

L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:
VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the contact method of GS has been added and
confirmed as correct.

Conclusion [ Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID 13 | section no. | 3.4- Biodiversity | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In Sustainability Monitoring ID- Biodiversity of Sustainability Monitoring Plan, the actual monitoring timeis
not provided to prove the monitoringfrequency is inlinewith the monitoring plan duringinitial certification.
Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The actual monitoring time has been provided in Sustainability Monitoring ID- Biodiversity of Sustainability
Monitoring Plan.

Monitoringtime in2016: From July 16 to August 26,2016

Monitoringtime in2017: From July 18 to August 26,2017

Monitoringtime in2018: From July 18 to August 20,2018

Monitoringtime in2019: From July 21 to August 26,2019

Monitoringtime in 2020: From July 20 to August 25,2020

Documentation provided by project participant (1tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.4- Biodiversity New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the monitoring period and time has been provided
whichis verified to be inlinewith the frequency requestinthe initial certification.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID 14 Section no. 3.4- Human and Date: 09/04/2021

institutional capacity

Description of CAR

In Sustainability Monitoring ID- Human and institutional capacity of Sustainability Monitoring Plan,

1. the currentsituation of parameter is notprovided for this performance period.

2. the actual monitoring time is not provided to prove the monitoring frequency is in line with the
monitoring plan duringinitial certification.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

1. Duringthis monitoring period, the monitoringteam learned the opinions of localresidents on the project
through questionnairesurvey and face-to-face communication. All the villagers thought that the training
on forest management provided by the project had improved their ability.

2. The actual monitoring time has been provided.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template | Section(s): 3.4- Human and institutional ca pacity | New version No.: -
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L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): | New version No.:
L] Other:
VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

1. The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the current situation of parameter has been
provided to reflect the situation during this performance period. As confirmed through checking the
questionnaires/U¥filled during the surveys and the record of meetings and activities organized for local
residents related to the planting project/®*M~, it is confirmed that the people, especially the Chinese
Mongolian minority of local village have been involved in the decision-making during this performance
period, thus decision-making structures at local village is changed. Via interview with the project
developer/ and local villagers®, it is confirmed that meetings and questionnaires survey have been
conducted annually since 2016 to 2020 during this performance period which is in line with the
monitoring frequency requested in the plan. Furthermore, via checkingthetechnical training records/™,
itis confirmed that villagers were provided with three trainings on planting, forest management and fire
prevention in2014, 2017 and 2019 duringthis performance period. In conclusion, the people, especially
the Chinese Mongolian minority of local village have been involved in the decision-making during this
performance period, this parameter canrepresent the social development improved.

2. The revisedfilehas been checked, itis confirmed that the monitoring period and time has been provided
whichis verified to be inlinewith the frequency requestinthe initial certification.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X The finding is closed
CAR ID 15 | section no. | 3.6-Fire | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

InFire risk of Risk Register, the actual fireriskis not provided for this performance period.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021
Accordingto the forest patrol log, duringthis monitoring period, no firedisaster occurredinthe project area.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.6- Fire New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X Other: /FPL/,/FMR/

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual fire risk has been provided for this
performance period.Via on-siteinterview, it is confirmed thatthe project developer adopted many necessary
measures for fire preventing as requested inthe initial certification.

Furthermore, the local government has set the fireproofing period when usingfireis forbidden in the open air
according to the Forest Conservation Act of China/f®¥. And if a fire disaster occurs, the local government
should be responsiblefor relevantrescuingimmediately.

Via checkingthe forest patrolling log/f"'/, forest management records duringthis performance period/ ™R/ and
interview with the local officer/?/ and local villagers/?/, itis concluded that there was no significantfire disaster
occurred within the projectarea duringthis performance period.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID 16 | Section no. 3.6- Diseases | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In Diseases risk of Risk Register, the actual Diseases riskis notprovided for this performance period.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021
Accordingto the forest patrol log, during this monitoring period, nolarge-scalediseases of insects occurred in
the project area.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.6- Diseases New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X other /FPL/,/FMR/
VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021
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The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual fire risk has been provided for this
performance period.Via on-siteinterview, it is confirmed thatthe project developer adopted many necessary
measures for diseases preventingas requested inthe initial certification.

Via checking the forest patrolling log/f'/, forest management records during this performance period/ ™R/ and
interview with the local officer/?/ and local villagers¥, it is concluded that there was no significant diseases
of insects disaster occurred within the projectarea duringthis performance period.

Conclusion [] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
CAR ID | 17 | section no. | 3.6- Temperatures | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In Temperatures risk of Risk Register, theactual Temperatures riskis notprovided for this performance period.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

Accordingto the forest patrol log, duringthis monitoring period, no frostoccurred inthe project area.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 3.6- Temperatures New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
X oOther: /FPL/,/FMR/

VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021

The revised file has been checked, it is confirmed that the actual temperatures risk has been provided for this
performance period.Via on-siteinterview, it is confirmed thatthe project developer adopted many necessary
measures for temperatures risk preventingas requested inthe initial certification.

Via checking the forest patrolling log/™Y, forest management records duringthis performance period/™®/and
interview with the local officer/?/ and local villagers//, it is concluded that there was no significant
temperatures risklikefrostoccurred withinthe project area duringthis performance period.

Conclusion [l Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
CAR ID 18 | Section no. 5.7- Present CO»-fixation | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

In section Present CO;-fixation of CO,-fixation, the precision level for all theforestinventory ID is not provided.
Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The precision level for all the forestinventory ID has been supplemented in section Present CO-fixation of
CO,-fixation. The precision level of MU1, MU2 and MU3 are9.34%, 13.62% and 12.35% respectively.
Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): 5.7- Present CO,-fixation New version No.: -
X ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): CO,-Certificates New version No.: -
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round) | Date: 13/05/2021

The revised filehas been checked, itis confirmed that the precisionlevel for all the forest inventory ID have
been provided whichis sameto the values in ‘MU Report-CO,-Fixation Calulation’/cF¢s/,

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
CAR ID | 19 | section no. | 7.2-2 | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of CAR

Insection 2 of Annual Report, the local languageis all missingin thefile.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021
The local language has been supplemented insection 2 of Annual Report.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s):7.2-2 New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:
VVB assessment (15t round) Date: 13/05/2021
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The revised file has been checked, itis confirmed that the descriptions with local language have been provided
whichis verified as the same meaning with the English contents.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
Table 4. OFI from this Performance Certification
OFI ID 01 | section no. | - Date: 09/04/2021

Description of OFI

As per the Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) Requirements v0.9/ARR/ the ‘List of Inputs & Grievances’ is part
of the annual reporting (see chapter ‘7.2 Reporting’), however, the Filled-in template ‘List of Input &
Grievances’ was not submitted together with annual report.

Project participant response (15t round) | Date: 06/05/2021

The Filled-intemplate ‘List of Input & Grievances’ of this monitoring period has been provided. All villageres
think that the project is very successful,and expect to get carbonrevenue as soon as possibleanduse it for
project management.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): - New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (1%t round)

Date: 13/05/2021

The filled-in template ‘List of Input & Grievances’ has been provided, via checking the descriptions listed in
the file comparing with the local stakeholders consultation records/-tN and filled questionnaires/V¥, it is
confirmed that the input and grievances listed in the file is actual and there was no negative comments
received from the local stakeholders.

Conclusion ] Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox |Z The finding is closed
OFI ID | 02 | Section no. | - | Date: 09/04/2021

Description of OFI

The project developer did not provide documentation using the template ‘Carbon Performance’, the actual
situationrelated to the project implementation is not provided.

Project participant response (15t round) Date: 06/05/2021

The template ‘Carbon Performance’ with the actual situation related to the project implementation has been
provided. During this monitoring period for the Performance Certification, the quantity of the validated and
verified CO2-certificates with respect to the projectis 11,587 tCO;, whichis less than the project’s expected
carbon stocks of 449,706 tCO3, no shortfalls occurred.

Documentation provided by project participant (15tround)

X Changesinthe template Section(s): - New version No.: -
L] ChangesinER sheet Worksheet(s): New version No.:
L] Other:

VVB assessment (15t round)

| Date: 13/05/2021

The filled-in template ‘Carbon Performance’ has been provided, it is confirmed that the shortfalls of the
project have been provided.

Accordingto the Afforestation/Reforestation Requirements (Version 0.9), it requessdthat atany time during
a crediting period, the quantity of the validated and verified CO>-certificates with respect to the project shall
be less than or equal to the project’s expected carbon stocks (validated CO,-certificates) and actual carbon
stocks (verified CO»-certificates).

Via checking the ‘MU Report-CO>-Fixation Calulation’/**®/ it is confirmed that the quantity of the validated
and verified CO;-certificates with respect to the projectis 11,587 tCO;, which is far less than the project’s
expected carbon stocks of 449,706 tCO,/EFCS/, no shortfalls occurred.

Hence, the information provided in the filled-in template ‘Carbon Performance’ is verified as reasonableand
correct.
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Conclusion [l Additional actionshould be taken (finding remains open)
Tick the appropriate checkbox X Thefi nding is closed
Table 5. FAR from this Performance Certification
FAR ID | xx | section No. | | Date: DD/MM/YYYY

Description of FAR

Project participant response | Date: DD/MM/YYYY

Documentation provided by project participant

L] Changesinthe PDD Section(s): New version No.:
L] Changesin MR Section(s): New version No.:
L] ChangesinXLS Worksheet(s): New version No.:
Ol Other:
VVB assessment Date: DD/MM/YYYY
onclusion

Tick the appropriate checkbox [ Tobe checkedd uringthe next Performance Certification
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